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“hich, he supposed, would obviate all objection | 


to it. : 
The SPEAKER stated the questién to be on } 
ynanimous consent, , 
The resolution was then read in the words fol- | 
owing : 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the | 
secretary of the Treasury be, and heis hereby, authorized to | 
enploy additional clerks, to be employed in the Third Au- | 
ior’s office, at a rate of compensation not exceeding four | 
dollars per day, to be paid out ofany money in the Treasury | 
| 





pototherwise appropriated ; to assistin adjusting and settling 
sccountsand claims against the Government arising ont of 
the war With Mexico. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and ob- 

jected. 
Me, HARALSON said he would then make | 
the resolution one of inquiry, and refer the subject | 
io the Committee of Ways and Means; and if the | 
House would barely indulge him—— 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman could only | 
proceed by unanimous consent. I 
| 


mamngiereemaanaien <soonstiilanascnanesanenannaoheannaieanmsnasendaetienetnesinateeseea ——— 


Mr. HARALSON said he trusted there would 
be no objection. i} 
Objecuon was made. 
So the resolution was not received. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, objected to every- | 
thing not in the regular order of business. And | 
he called for the orders of the day. 
The SPEAKER. The business before the || 
House is the execution of the order of the House | 
concerning the election of officers; and according || 
to the grade of the officers, the first in the order of | 
election will be a Doorkeeper. Nominations for || 
that office are now in order. 
Mr. BOWIE rose and stated, that his colleague | 
(Mr. Hammonp] being unable to attend the House | 
inconsequence of indisposition in his family, he | 
(Mr. B.) had agreed to pair off with him, and | 
should not, therefore, vote on the election of offi- | 
cers. He had heretofore been himself indebted to | 
bis colleague for a similar courtesy. 
The following gentlemen, who were appointed | 
tellers to count the votes, took their seats at the | 
clerk’s table, vz: Messrs. Neweii, ALBERTSON, | 
Hampton, and VenaBLe. | 
The following nominations were then made: | 
| 

| 





wee Coss, of Alabama—A,. R. Parker, of | 
inois, 
on Mr. Atsertson—Christopher Cole, of In- 
wana, 

By Mr. Harris, of [llinois—William G. Flood 
of Ulinois. 


By Mr. Canrer—Charles. Walcott. of Ohio. 
| 
| 





By Mr. Brown, of Mississippi—John Cham- 
plin, of New York. 

By Mr. Fircn—A. W. Enos, of Indiana. 

By Mr. Hampron—J. J. Randolph, of Virginia. 

By Mr. Mitten—Gideon M. Ayres, of Ohio. 

By Mr. Watpo—J. W. Arnold, of New York. 

By Mr. Newerr—R. E. Horner, of New Jer- 


sey, 

By Mr. Scuencx—Servitus Tufts, of Indiana. 

By Mr. Harris, of Alabama— William Clare, of 
Alabama. 

The roll was then called the first time. The tel- 
lers seported that 208 votes had been given; neces- 
sary to a choice 105; of ‘which 

Mr. R. E. Horner received.............-66 

Mr. Gideon Me MMOD: » cnc cdcccogcacs cock 

Mr. Servitue Tafa... ..ccccccccccccesss QS 

Mr. William G. MOOR ise deeedencs conecall 

Mr. J.J. Randolph. .....eeeeeceeesee eld 

Mr. Christopher Cole........++se++ss+s014 

Mr. Charles Wolcott. .........seeeeecseel4 

Mr. A. W. MB ids cape dnsveviensdincl 

Mr. Wi RIG 8 is ois vic Bbc tbe Se oka 8 

ae Ww. I Se at a 3 
r. John SARs « «dun: bn cudtronwdtedus 2 
T AAR Pasketysicicss 66 is is cece ve cee 
Mr, Charles Stewart. ........ecc+eseccsee ] 
Mr. Henrf Robinson..........++c++ss 1 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Horner—Mesers. Alexander, Ashman Bokee, 
Brooks, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. 
: Capel Gabon Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, 
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Conger, Conrad, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, | 
A. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, | 
Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, H. Mann, Matteson, 
McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Nelson, Newell, Oxle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Pheenix, Pitinan, Putnam, Reed. Risley, Rockwell, | 
Rose, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spald- 
ing, Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Tuck, Underhill, 
White, and Winthrop. | 
For Mr. Ayres—Messrs. Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Boyd, G. A. | 
Caldwell, Howell Cobb, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, Gerry, | 
Gilmore, 1. G.‘Harris, Hibbard, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Lef- | 
fler, Littlefield, McClernand, McDowell, R. M. McLane, | 
Miller, Peasiee, Phelps, Potter, Ross, Sawtelle, F. P. 


Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Jacob Thompson, William Thomp- || 


son, Venable, Wellborn, and Whittlesey. 


ham, Gorman, A. Johnson, Julian, McDonald, McWillie, 
Orr, Robinson, Savage, James Thompson, Wilmot, ard 
Haralson. 

For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alston, J. P. Caldwell, Gen- 


try, Hampton, H d Marshall, ! rhead, Mor- || a 
ry, ipton, Haymond, Howe, Marshall, Morehea aie reported that 207 votes had been cast; ne- 


ton, Owen, Seddon, Shepperd, J. B. Thompson, Watkins, | 


{ 

For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, W. J. Brown, Dun- |! 
| 

| 


‘ 
' 






well, Howell Cobb, Swing, Featherson, Gilmore, Green, 
Hall, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Robert W. Johnson, Jones 
Lefiler, Littlefield, MeCiernand, R. M. MeLane, Miller, 
Pheips, Potter, Ross, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Jacob 
Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wellborn, and 
Whittlesey. 

For Mr. Wolcott—Messrs. Bingham, Booth, Buel, J. Cable, 
Carter, Cleveland, Disney, Hamilton, Preston King, Morris, 
Olds, Stetson, Sweetser, Wood, and Thomas. 

For Mr. Clare—Messrs. Rowdon, Coleock, Daniel, 8. W. 
Harris, Hubbard, Inge, McMullen, McQueen, Morse, and 


Wallace. « 


and Williams. \} 


For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Ben- | 
nett, Burrows, Campbell, Corwin, Crowell, Nathan Evans, 
Goodenow, Gould, Hunter, J. L. Johnson, McGaughey, F. 


E. McLean, Reynolds, Root, Ramsey, Schenck, Taylor, | 


Thurman, Vinton, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Flood—Messrs. Averett, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, | 
Burt, Daniel, Edmundson, Hall, T. L. Harris, Holliday, La 
Sérae Mason, Meade, Millson, Parker, Powell, Richardson, 
Walden, and Young. 

For Mr. Walcou—Mbssrs. Bingham, Buel, J. Cable, Car- 
ter, Disney, Green, P. King, Morris, Olds, Stetson, Thomas, | 
Wood, Hamilton, and Sweetser. 

For Mr. Arnold—Messrs. Booth, Cleveland, and Waldo. 

For Mr. Champlin—Messrs. A. G. Brown and Morse. 

For Mr. Enos—Messrs. Doty, Fitch, Hackett, Job Mann, | 
MeLannahan, Robbins, Strong, and Harlan. 


For Mr. Clare—Messrs. McMullen, McQueen, Wallace, || 


Inge, Hubbard, 8S. W. Harris, Coleock, and Bowdon. 
For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Peck. / 


For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Woodward. | 


For Mr. Parker—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb. 


No choice. 1] 


Mr. KAUFMAN withdrew the name of Mr. | 
Wright, of New Jersey, asa candidate; and 
Mr. WELLBORN said that he had been re- | 
quested to put the name of Z. McKnew, of the | 
District of Columbia, before the House as a can- | 


For Mr. Parker—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb, 

For Mr. Enos—Messrs. Doty, Fitch, and Hackett. 

For Mr. Wright—Messrs. Fuller, Kaufman, Job Mann, 
McLanahan, Robbins, Sawtelle, and Strong. 

For Mr. Robinson—Mr. Peck. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Woodward. 


No choice. 
The roll was then called the third time. The 


cessary to a choice 104; of which 
Mr. Horner received... .. 
Mr. Ayres. .cscccccccccccccccseseese ced 
Mr. Tula, 00.2 cc cocccssccccccccvcccevestd 
Mr. Randolph. 2.2.6. ece ee eee cece ee ee ee QB 


rece ee Oe 


BOG PIGOR a6 ca cc chee ic sv cvccddewtsa stam 
Be Cri ae ddediedevworesanecs aa eee 
Drs Wekeatt «kx veo. cciwite sé ote ccta took vatiae 
DEG Ceti cei cok ck Bi ah ct aee tel 
Mr. Wright. ...ccccscccscccccccccccecces® 
ee a SER ePEOTT CTO UE TIT eT 
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The following is the vote in detail : 


For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Brooks, Chester Butler, T. [+ 
Butler, Calvin, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Conger, Conrad 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alex. Evans, Freed- 
ley, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, 
Houston, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. 
King, H. Mann, Matteson, MeKissock, Meacham, Moore, 
Nelson, Newell, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risiey, Rockwell, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Sprague, Stanly, T. Stevens, Taylor, Tuck, Under- 


| hill, White, and Winthrop. 


didate, in the contingency of no election of either || 


of the gentlemen heretofore named. 
The roll was called the second time. The tel- 
lers reported that 206 votes had been given in; 
necessary to a choice 104; of which 
Mr. Horner received... ..cccccsccccssee 4 | 
Mer. Ayres. c.cccccccccccccccccccccescsa® | 
BBO. FORGE ccc cc cc edtse cud geadheds oR" §| 
Rees Pind. ib dE ods eve ielid eset eed 
Mr. Randolph ......0.0 eeeeeeeeeeeeeeedlT 
BE: GON Sw wie'as 60 bb Wes Gewo weer drecuccdale 
Be, WOOO vee ve cecwercecdbcewcevesscle 
Wee. CGH oa a kbd ec ncisccdudanvectdiscede 
Bile. WGN. ocvccscec tes vucwveevecase 9 
BPs ERO o pbc cecct cee sceees ctccddecess 
BE PN nado cea eb dndne se cceb se tects 
BT OIE, «oc on 000 nnbnnsgesaesoetss 
TI PATTTIteereeee 
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The following is the vote in detail : 

For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Brooks, 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabetl, Joseph P. 

Caidwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, 
Conger, Conrad, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncaii, 
Alexander Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Gott, Grinnell, Hal- 
loway, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Hous- 
ton, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 


' 


} 


Horace Mann, Matteson, MeKissock, Meacham, Moore, || 


Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Pheenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Scher- | 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Sprague, Stanty, Alexan- ‘ 
der H. Stephens, Taylor, Tuck, White, and Winthrop. 


1] 
For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, W. J. Brown, |) 
| 


Dunham, Gerry, Gorman, Harlan, Haralson, Andrew John- 


son, Julian, McDonald, McWillie, Orr, Robinson, James 


Thompson, and Wilmot. 


For Mr. Randoiph—Messrs. Alston, Ashmun, Breck, ! 


Briggs, Gentry, Hampton, Howe, Marshall, F. E. McLean, 


Outlaw, ie Seddon, Shepperd, J. B. Thompson, 
ini 


Watkins, and ams. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Bo- 
kee, Burrows, Campbell, Corwin, Crowell, Nathan Evans, 
Goodenow, Gould, Hunter, James L. Johnson, McGaughey, 
Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Spalding, Thurman, Un- 
derhill, Vinton, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Fiood—Messrs. Averett, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, 
Burt, Edmundson, Thomas L. Harris, Holliday, La Sére. 
a Meade, Millson, Parker, Powell, Richardson, Sav- 
age, Walden, Waldo. Young. 

For Mr. Ayres—Messrs. Bay, Bayly, Boyd, G. A. Cald- 


For Mr. Ayres—Messrs. Bay, Bayly, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, G. A. Caigwell, Howell Cobb, Ewing, Featherston, 
Gilmore, Green, Buckett, Hall, Haralson, Isham G. Hartis, 
Hibbard, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Littlefield, McCler- 
nand, Miller, Peaslee, Phelps, Ross, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Venable, 
and Wellborn. 

For Mr. Filood—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Beale, Bissell, 
Bocock, Burt, Edmundson, Thomas L. Harris, Hoiliday a 

er, 


|| Sére, Mason, McMullen, Meade, Millson, Morse, Par 
|| Powell, Richardson, Savage, Walden, Waldo, and Young. 


For Mr. Wolcott—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, Joseph Cable, 
Carter, Cleveland, Disney, Hamilton, Howard, Preston 
King, McDowell, Morris, Olds, Stetson, Sweetser, William, 
Thompson, Whittlesey, and Wood. 

For Mr. Cole—Messts. Albertson, Booth, W. J. Brown, 
Doty, Dunham, Gerry, Gorman, Harlen, A. Johnson, Julian 
Leffler, McDonald, R. M. MeLane, Mc Willie, Orr, Robin- 


son, James Thompson, and Wilmot. 


For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 
Bennett, Bokee, Burrows, Campbell, J. P. Caldwell, Corwin, 
Crowell, N. Evans, Fowler. Goodenow, Gould, Hunter, 
J. L. Johnson, McGaughey, Ogle, Root, Kumsey, Sackett, 
Schenck, Silvester, Spalding, Thurman, Vinton, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Randolph—Mesers. Alston, Ashmun, Baker, 
Breck, Briggs, E.C. Cabell, Casey, Gentry, Hampton, Hay- 
inond, Howe, Marshall, F. E. MeLean, Morehead, Morton, 
Owen, Rose, Seddon, Shepperd, A. H. Stephens, John B. 
Thompson, Watkins, and Williams. 

For Mr. Clare—Messrs. Bowdon, Colcock, Daniel, 8. W. 
Harris, Hubbard, McQueen, and Wallace. 

For Mr. Wright—Messrs. Fuller, Kaufman, Zob Mann, 
Robbins, Sawtelle, and Strong. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Woodward. 

For Mr. Parker—Mr. W. R. W. Cobb. 

For Mr. Enos—Mr. Fitch. 


No choice. 


Mr. MILLER rose and withdrew the name of 
Mr. Ayres. 

The roll was then called the fourth time. The 
tellers reported that 207 votes had been cast; neces- 
sary to achoice 104; of which 

Mr. Horner received......--eee.sseee0+ 46 

Dh Bleeds ic ccc cccccscccedetgepeecnee & 
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For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Briggs, Brooks, Chester Butler, 
T. B. Butler, Calvin, Casey, Clark, Conger, Conrad, De- 
berry, Dixon, woe Duncan, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, 


Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Kerr, D. P. King, G. G. King, J. G. King, Horace Mann, 
Matteson, Meacham, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Pheenix, 
Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Schermerhorn, Spragne, 
Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Tuck, 
Underhill, White, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Flood—Meesrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Bissell, Bocock, Boeth, Boyd, Burt,G. A. Caldwell, Howell 
Cobb, bree ee Ewing, Gilmore, Green, 1. G. Harris, T. 
1. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Robert W. Johnson, 
Jones, La Sere, Littlefield, Mason, MeClernand, McMullen, 
Mende, Miller, Millson, Morse, Parker, Phelps, Powell, 
Richardson, Ross, Jacob Thompson, Venable, Walden, 
Waldo and Young. . 

For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, William J. Brown, 
Daniel, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gor- 
man, Hackett, Haralson, Harlan, Andrew Johnson, Julian, 
Leffler, Job Mann, McDonald, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, 
Me Willie, Orr, Robbins, Robinson, Sawtelle, Frederick P. | 
Stanton, Richard H,. Stanton, Strong, James Thompson, 
Weliborn, Wilmot, and Woodward. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, 
Baker, Bennett, Burrows, Campbell, Clingman, Cole, Cor- 
win, Crowell, Dickey. N. Evans, Goodenow, Hunter, J. L. 

| 





Johnson, George G. King, McGaughey, Finis E. McLean, 
Moore, Ogle, Otis, Pitman, Reynolds, Root, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spalding, Thurman, | 
Vinten, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alston, Ashmun, Bokee, 
Breck, E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, A. Evans, Geotry, Gould, 
Hampton, Haymond, Hilliard, Howe, Marshall, McKissock, 
Morton, Outlaw, Owen, Rose, Seddon, Shepperd, John B. | 
Thompson, Watkins, and Williams. 

For Mr. Ww. leott—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, J. Cable, Car- 
ter, Cleveland, Disney, Hall, Hamilton, P. King, MeDowell, | 
Morris, Olds, Peasiee, Peck, Potter, Savage, Stetson, Sweet- 
ser, Thomas, William ‘Thompson, and Whittlesey, 











For Mr. Clare—Mesers. Bowdon, W. R. W. Cobb, Feath- || 


i} 


erston, 8. W. Harris, Hubbard, MeQueen, and Wallace. 
For Mr. Wright—Mr. Kaufman, 


No choice. 


Mr. WOODWARD rose to inquire of the Speak - 
er whether it would be in order to introduce a 
proposition choosing officers by resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not, and 
has so ruled yesterday and on two other occa- | 
sions. 


Mr. BROOKS said that if the Speaker had not 


very carefully considered the question raised by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Woop- 
warp,} he (Mr. B.) begged leave to suggest a re- 
consideration of the decision. 

The rule, as he (Mr. B.) understood it, pre- 
scribed that the vote should be taken viva voce. 
The only question which arose was, what was a 
viva voce vote? The ballot they all comprehended. 
The vote viva voce meant by the living voice; and 
if, on a resolution, a member voted aye or no, he 
desired any gentleman to explain why that was not 
as much a viva voce vote, as if he uttered the name 
of Horner in full, or Robert E. Horner, or Robert 
Horner, or expressed himself in any other way. 
The object of a viva voce vote, as he understood, 
was that each member might put himself upon rec- 
ord; that each and every member might know, 
and that the country might kraow how each and 
all had voted. 

Mr. CARTER interposed, and (addressing the 
Speaker) inquired what was the question before 

he House? 

The SPEAKER said, there was no question 

ending before the House. The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks] was, as the Speaker un- 
derstood, simply making a suggestion to the Chair. 
Debate was not in order, 

Mr. CARTER. And other members object to 
Mr. B.’s proceeding. 

The SPEAKER said the Clerk would call the 
roll. 

Mr. BROOKS said, that in order that he might 
conclude his remarks, he would take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The appeal is not debatable. 
The appeal itself is in order; and the House can 
determine whether it will adopt the mode proposed, 


concerning the election of officers. 

The SPEAKER then stated the decision, and 
declared the question to be, ** Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” 

Mr. McCLERN AND was undérstood to suggest 
that the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Woopwarp] had not offered any proposition, but 
had merely submitted an inquiry to the Chair. 

Mr. WOODWARD so stated. ; 

Mr, EVANS, of Maryland, said that for the 
purpose of testing the question, and with a view of 
taking an appeal from the decision of the Chair if 


or whether that mode is in conformity to the rules 











he now knew what the decision would be, from 
the intimation thrown out by the Chair upon this 
and upon former occasions, he would offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That Robert E. Horner and John M. Johnson 
be, and they are hereby appointed—the first as Doorkeeper, 
and the tast-named as Postmaster of this House, for the 31st 
Congress. 

The resolution having been read for information, 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

Mr. EVANS said that, with entire respect to 
the Chair, for the purpose of testing the question 
he would take an appeal from the decision, and 
would ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DUEK called for the reading of the rule in 
question. 
| And it was read, as follows: 

‘14. In all cases of election bythe House of its officers, 
| the vote shall be taken viva voce.” . 

| Mr. EVANS. I understand this to be the rule 
under which the Speaker decides the resolution 
| to be out of order. 

i 


The SPEAKER said there was another rule 


| fourteenth rule qualified the other ony so as to 


| provide that the election should be held viva voce 
| instead of by ballot. 

| Mr. STANLY rose to inquire whether the 
| House had not once since the adoption of the four- 


| teenth rule (which was ten years ago) elected its 
| 


the twenty-seventh Congress a resolution of that 
kind had been adopted. 

The SPEAKER said he was not a member of 
the body during thetwenty-seventh Congress. In 
a subsequent Congress, however, (the twenty- 


} 
| 
} 


out objection or under a suspension of the rule. The 


| been made. 
The question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 


, nays 62. 
| So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 
[Cries of “ Call the roll.’’] 


their seats. 


NEWELL, moved that the House adjourn. 

But the House refused to adjourn. 

The roll was then again called the fifth time. 
The tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; 
necessary to a choice 105; of which 

Mr. Tufts received, ..cceccssesesccose 98 

DEE, FINOUs 9 9:92:09 00.6 ond b0e0ssssbe00e) Be 
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The following is the vote in detail : 


Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E. C. 
Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Clark, 
Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Ls aamitag 5 Hampton, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, 
Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, 
George G. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, Matteson, Me- 


Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock- 


horn, Schooleraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, 
Join B. Thompson, Thurman, Tack, Underhill, Vinton, 
Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Flood—Messts. Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale 
Bissell, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burt. George A 
Caldwell, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Howell Cobb, Coleack, 
Daniel, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Gilmore, Green, 
Hackett, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hib- 
bard, Holliday, Hubbard, Inge, Robert W. Johnsoft, Jones, 
La Sere, Littlefield, Mason, McCiernand, MeMulien, 
Meade, Miller, Milison, Morse, Parker, Phelps, Powell, 


— 





den, Waldo, Woodward, and Young 


William J. Brown, Buel, Carter, Cleveland, Doty, Dunham, 
| Durkee, Fitch, Faller, Gerry, Gorman, Hamilton, Haralson, 
Harlan, S. W. Harris, A. Johoson, Julian, Preston King, 

Leffler, Job Mann, McDonald, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


— 


it were adverse to his motion; and he believed that ce 
: | tele, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H 2 Robinson, Saw. 


| 


i 
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| prescribing the mode of election by ballot. The | 


' 
Por Mr. Wolcott—Messrs. J. Cable, Disney 


Se 


|| Mr. HOIMES, of South Carolin 











ina — 


McWillie, Orr, Peasiee, Potter, Robbins, 





tanton, Ste. 


upson, William "Thom 


Strong, Thonias, James 
Weliborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, and Wood. 


tson, 
Pn, 


Kaufinan, McDowell, Morris, Oids, Peck, and Sy Howard, 
For Mr. Horner—Messts. Chandi . yreeteer. 
G. King, and Newell. er, Conger, Hay, Janes 

For Mr. Clare—Messrs. MeQueen and Wailace. 


No choice. 


| the sae adjourn. Me Moved that 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 

the yeas and nays, but withdrew t Ta 
_ substituted a call for tellers. - 
| Mr. CARTER renewed the demand for 
/and nays. (They were refused.) 

And the question being taken, the House. | 
ayes G6, noes not heard, refused to adjourn, ! 
| Mr. JONES moved that there be a call of y), 
House, and on that motion demanded the von 
and nays; which were ordered. 
| Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House g 


| 

di 

| now adjourn. 
} 


the yeas 


Mr CLINGMAN submitted, as a question of 
order, that the motion to adjourn was not in order 
because no intervening action had taken place sinc, 
| a similar motion had been rejected 
| The SPEAKER said that the ordering of the 
yeas and nays, on the motion for a call of jhe 


ousé, was such an intervening action as wou\d 


|| authorize the motion for adjournment to be again 


officers by resolution. If he was.not mistaken, in | 


| eighth, he thought, and perhaps the twenty-ninth,) | 
| the officers of the House had been elected by reso- || 
lution. The resolution had been introduced with- | 
| Speaker, however, had no recollection of any elec- | 
| tion being made by resolution where objection had | 


stand as the judgement of the House?” was then | 
taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 132, | 


The SPEAKER requested the tellers to resume | 


| Mr. BUTLER of Pennsylvania, and Mr. || 


For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett. Bokee, Breck, Briggs, 


well, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- || der the aet of Congress 


made. 

And the question having been taken and decile: 
in the affirmative, 

The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


ferred under the rule: 

By Mr. ROBBINS : The petition of Reeves, Buck & Co. 
Elihu D. Farr, Bowlby & Brenner, and twenty-six other 
merchants and citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an appro- 
priation for the erection of a harbor on the eastern side of 
Reedy Island, in the Delaware river. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. RUMSEY : The petition of citizens of Essex ang 
Clinton counties, New York, for additional duty on iron, 
&e. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New York, to abolish 
the office of chaplain, &e. 

By Mr. WALDEN: The petition of Daniel Hager, jr, 
of Schoharie county, New York, an invalid pensioner, for 
arrears of pension. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of Aargn Keeler, of New 
|| York, a soldier of the Revohation, asking to be enrolled on 
|| the pension list. 


|| By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of William B. Bingley 
| and wife, asking additional compensation for ten acres of 
| land in Gospogt, Virginia, sold to the United States as a site 
| for the dry dock, 
| By Mr. BOWDON: The petition of William M. Mitchell, 
and sundry other citizens of Alabama, in reference to the 
| election of chaplains by Congress, &c. Referred to the Cow- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
| By Mr. HUNTER: ‘The resolutions of the Legislature of 
| Ohio, relative to the reduction of the poo of public lands 
|| in the vieinity of the Wabash, Erie and Miami eanal. Re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of William B. Edwarts, 
|| praying for an invalid pension. Referred to the Committee 
i on Invalid Pensions. 
|| Also, the petition of Francis Yoast and John P. Roger, 
i| stating they made a mistake in entering certain tracts 0 
\| land at the Springfield Land Office, Missouri, praying for 
relief. Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, the petition of Burton McGhee and others, citizens 
of McDonald county, Missouri, praying for a post route 
from Carrsville, via Henry Christian’s, Blair’s Mill, and 
Rutledge, to Honey Creek ; also, for a post route from Ne- 
|| shoe, Newton county, to Rutledge, McDonald county. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, the petition of John Morris, for himself and otier 
| citizens of Newton county, Missouri, praying for a post 
|| route from Enterprise, via Perseverance, to Grand Falls. 
|| Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


| 
| 














Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E. MeLean, Meacham, Moore, || Roads. 


By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of J. Sidney Hen- 
shaw. a mathematical professor in the Navy, discharged tn- 
August 3d, 1848, reducing 
|| the number from twenty-one to twelve, for relief. 

Also, the petition of Sarah Bowler for relief, for los 
| sustained by her father, a revolutionary soldier, on Cont 
| nental money paid him. f 

Also, the petition of Joseph Beckwith and eighty-sever 
| others, citizens of New York, against Congress employ 
{ 


|| chaplains. 
alee, the petition of Michael Long, of Oneida county, 
New York, fora grant of land. : oa 
Also, the petition of Henry J. Turner, heir, assignee, - 
representative of Henry W. Turner. deceased, for von os i 
sation for seizure and sale of the ship lant by Richa 


Richardson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, Wal- || 8. Hackley, acting vice consul of the United States in Spa 


|| By Mr. REED: The petition of Joseph Wright for ax ' 


For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe. Bingham, Booth, \| valid pension. Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pew 


ie 


tu in favor of abolishing the office of chaplain it 
oan navy, and ongress of tho United States. 






The following petitions were presented and je- 


By Mr. BOYD: The memorial of sundry citizens of Ke 
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IN SENATE. 
Wepwespar, January 16, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
, report of the Secretary of the Navy, made agree- | 
bly to law, showing a list ef the punishments in | 
te Navy, 80 far as received since the last report 
ip Congress Upon that subject; which was referred | 
«o the Committee on Naval Affairs. é 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, made | 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, ac- 
companied by a communication from the Colonel 
of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, in rela- 
jon to repairs of the Cumberland dam. 

On motion of Mr, BELL, ordered that it be 
printed with the accompanying map. 
The VICE PRESIDENT also laid before the 
Senate a report from the Commissioner of Patents, 
made agreeably to law, in relation to the Patent | 
imee. 
= motion of Mr. TURNEY, ordered that it 
be printed. 

a T. also moved that the usual additional 
copies be printed ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate areport from the Secretary of State, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
[5th instant, communicating a copy of the corre- | 
spondence with the Consul of the United States at 
Valparaiso; which was read, 

On motion that the report and accompanyin 
papers be printed, the motion to print was relieved 
to the Committee on Printing. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of cer- 
tain registers and receivers of land offices in the 
Sate of Arkansas, asking compensation, retro- 
spective and future, for the additional duties im- 
posed on them by the entry of military bounty 
land warrants; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GREENE — the memorial of J. P. 
K. Henshaw, for himself and co-heirs of Daniel 
Henshaw, late of Middlebury, Vermont, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was referred to the select committee on that 
subject. 

Mr.G. moved that all the memorials heretofore 
presented by him, relating to the same subject, be 
po to the select committee; which motion was 

reed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
Benjamin F. Brooks, for himself and the co-heirs 
of Horace Hooker, late of Utica, New York, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1300; which was referred to the select committee. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition of 
citizens of the State of Kentucky, asking that a 
certain mail route may be so changed as to pass by 
“ Buena Vista Springs,” in Logan county, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post. Office and Post Roads. 

Also, from officers and soldiers, including volun- 
teers, of the last war with Great Britain, asking 
the passage of a law granting a portion of the na- 
tion’s wide-spread domain to each officer, commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned, according to rank, 
and toeach private soldier and volunteer, that has 
hot received from Government any other than the 
pay and allowances authorized by law at the com- 
mencement of the war. 
d Mr. SEDER TOO. I hold ih 
le proceedings of a public meeting held in the cit 
of Louisville, and ssntetd br oflicers and oak 
diers of the war of 1812. I hold in my hand, also, 
sir, the report of the committee appointed at a for- 
mer meeting, made to this subsequent meeting, heid 
on the Sth of January last. The report was unan- 
‘mously adopted by the méeting, and it is in the 
orm of a memorial to Congress, the object of 
which sto ask the Government of the United 
“tales to give the officers and soldiers of the war 
of 1812 land bounties. I hope, sir, that the papers 
may be received and ref to the Committee on 


hand, sir, 


Public Lands. 

I will remark, sir, while I am up, that when 
gentlemen are presenting memorials on behalf of 
the exiles of 


ungary, and proposing to give them 
And because they hate been cateconaes in con- 
Ucting the war in defence of free 


h : € principles, I 
ead aol ~, pametiel i? ots Hie officera 

iers war of 1812, asking for land 
may be favorably considered. P i : 


} 
| 


} 
i 
| 


' 
| 


‘measure to claim what is due to it, I have said, as 


The petition and accompanying papers were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Pode. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial’of the | 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Car- | 





olina, asking that metal buoys, of an increased | 


size, be substituted in the place of those at present 
used on the Charleston bar; that the outer bugy of | 


|| the ship channel should be a bell buoy; that a | 
laced on the Middle Ground | 


buoy should be 
Shoal, in the harbor of Charleston; that a light- 
ship should be placed on the Rattle Snake Shoal, 
to the northeast of the bar; and that a tower of the 
third class should be erected in front of the light- 
house on Morris’s Island; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Commerce. 1] 


Also, the proceedings of a meeting in the city of 


Charleston, in relation to indemnity for French || 
spoliations; which was referred to the Select Com- | 


mittee. 

Also, the petition of Edith Forns, widow of Ed- 
mund Forns, asking full pension under the act of 
July, 1846; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented documents relating to 
the claim of Nancy A. Dewitte to the residue of a 
military bounty land warrant; which was referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of the State | 
of Indiana, in relation to the procurement of a 
grant of land of 4,000 acres, in the Miami reserve, 
for the use of the Indiana University, in lieu of 
4,000 acres conferred by Congress in the Vin- 
cennes University act, of the two sections of land 
previously granted by Congress to the State of In- | 
diana, for the use of the Indiana Seminary, in the 
counties of Gibson and Morrow; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of John 
Watson, asking the payment of a sum of money 
due him under the treaty of 1837, between the 
United States and the Saginaw Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of Charles || 


Lee Jones, asking compensation for services ren- | 
dered and expenses incurred in raising, organiz- 
ing, and subsisting volunteers for the service of 
the United States in the late war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs. 


Mr. H. moved that the memorial be printed ; | 


which motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


EMPLOYMENT OF CHAPLAINS. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I hold in my 





hand two memorials from citizens of the State of || 


Virginia against the employment of chaplains by 
Congress, and in the army and navy of the United 
States. The petitioners are highly respectable per- 
sons, and they have signed these remonstrances in 
all sincerity, and have requested me to present them 
to the Senate for the action of this body. I there- 
fore move that these petitions be printed, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

They were accordingly referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, nt 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. TURNEY. I desire that the petition which || 


was presented by me some days ago in relation to 


tee. 
Mr. SEWARD. _ What is the petition, sir? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is a petition 
remonstrating against the employment ot chee 
lains by Congress, and in the army and navy of 
the United States. 
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objection that they should go before the Judiciary 
Committee in the first instance. However, as other 
petitions have been laid upon the table, although 
one has been referred, the attention of the Chair 
not having been directed to it, I move a reconsid- 


| eration of the vote by whieh it was referred, in 


order to let that petition take the same direction as 
the others. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is not 
| in order, a& there is another motion pending. It is 
moved to refer the petition to the Committee on 
| the Judiciary, and a motion has been made to lay 
| that motion on the table. 
| Mr. HUNTER. I would ask the Senator from 
Georgia to withdraw that motion for a moment, 
to enable me to set myself right. 
Mr. BERRIEN. Certainly. 
Mr. HUNTER. I presented two petitions, sir, 
| which were sent to me by certain citizens of Vir- 
| ginia, and stated, what I knew to be the fact, that 





| they are from highly respectable persons in that 
| State, mostly members of the Baptist Church, who 
|| sincerely believe that the whole matter is wrong. 


They requested me by letter to ask that their peti- 
tion should be printed and so referred. Now, I have 
no more sympathy with this movement than the 
Senator from Georgia has. [ think my constitu- 
ents are wrong in relation to this matter; but I sub- 
mit to the Senate whether it will not be better, in 
order to quiet agitation in regard to it, if gentlemen 
are afraid of anything of the sort, that the petition 
should be referred, to save trouble hereafet. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition very nu- 
| merousty signed by citizens of the State of Missouri, 
| remonstrating against the employment of chaplains 
| in the public service; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. a 
| Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of William 
| Wood, in behalf of himself and a volunteer com- 
pany of Texas riflemen, raised for the service of 
the United States in the late war with Mexico, ask- 
ing to be allowed extra pay and bounty land; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| Also, the memorial of Harriet F. Fisher, asking 
| compensation for a machine invented by her late 
husband, and used by the Government for char- 
ging percussion caps; which, with the papers on 
file in relation to the said claim, were referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
I present to the Senate the memorial of a large 
number of persons, who describe themselves as 
| boot and shoe makers, living in the county of 
Worcester, in the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
| setts. They represent, sir, that a gentleman of the 

name of Thomas Blanchard has now a petition 
| here, for I do not recollect precisely what, though 


} 
| 

i| . . . . 
I believe, sir, it relates to the protection of his 
| 


| right as patentee. The petition was presented a 
few daysago. These petitioners state that Blanch- 


‘| ard has enjoyed the privilege of his monopoly 


for thirty years, under two renewals by Congress; 


|| that previous to the last renewal, the article pat- 


the question of printing | 


} 


ented, whieh is, as I understand, a machine used, 
among other things, for the manufacture of shoe- 
makers’ lasts, which could be obtained ata rea- 


'| sonable price from those who manufactured them 
the same subject be referred to the same commit- | with this machine, which turned a variety of ir- 


'| regnlar forms. They also state, that upon the re- 


newal of the patent the last time by Congress, the 


'| rights of purchasers of this machine in Massa- 


Mr. BUTLER. Other petitions of a similar 


character have been presented, and they were, I 
believe, laid upon the table. 
course that was pursued in reference to those peti- 
tions should be taken in regard to this. 


Mr. BERRIEN. I move that it be laid upon | persons into the British provinces to set up their 


the table. 
Mr. TURNEY. Petitions of the same charac- 
ter have been presented and referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, and I do not perceive how | 


we can Pa refuse to refer this to the same 
committee. é cannot consistently refer a peti- 
tion in one case, and refuse to do so in another. 
Mr, BUTLER. As it seems to be supposed to 
be the duty of the chairman of each committee to 
guard its own jurisdiction, as well as in some 


regards these petitions, that I have no particular 


I think the same | 


} 


| 


| 





| chusetts were not protected, and Blanchard has in 
consequence made such arrangements, exacting of 
| course pay for the running of any machine, the 
| right to use which had been vba yt & prema 
for its renewal, as were designed and intended 
+ greatly to increase the price of this article in the 
| market, and that he has accomplished that object. 
| They say that he has driven a portion of those 


_ machines, which they can do there, without being 
subject to the patent, and he is now seeking to 
obtain from Congress a law which shall impose 
a duty upon the machines thus manufactured 
abroad. The petitioners remonstrate against this. 
I believe that Blanchard’s petition Was referred to 
| the Committee on the Judiciary. I will move that 
| this remonstrance go there also. 
It was so referred. 
Mr. DAYTON,. I beg leave to present a me- 
morial from certain individuals liging in the city of 
| Newark, New Jersey, representing that the per- 
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sons referred to bythe Senator from Massachu- 
setts are engaged in violating the rights of the pat- 


entees of Mr. Blanchard’s machine, by using his | 
patented machine, and asking that they ot be | 

egal | 
The prayer of this petition is the very re- | 
verse of that presented by the Senator from Mas- | 
I move its reference to the Committee | 


protected by law in the enjoyment of their 
right. 


sachusetts. | 
on the Judiciary. 
The petition was so referred. 


Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of mer- || 


chants, ship-owners, insurers, and other citizens 
of the United States, asking the enactment of a 


law defining the duties of shippers, and limiting || 


the liabilities of owners of freighting ships in cer- 
tain cases, 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


} 


i 


Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of the rep- | 


resentative of Elizabeth Yerby, asking indefinity 
for French spoliations prior to 1800; which was 
referred to the Select Committee. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 
memorial of Robert P, P. Fowler, a clerk in the 


office of the chief engineer of the army, asking an | i i J 1 
: ze || heirs of John Baptiste Vallé, asking confirmation | 


| of their title to a tract of land; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Public Lands. i] 


increase of compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the 


| 
| 


| 
j 


heirs of Henry Perrine, asking an extension of | 
time for occupying a township of land granted for 


the cultivation of tropical fruits; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | 


Mr. SEWARD. I have received the petition 


of 225 citizens of the State of New York; and, | 


out of deference to the sentiments expressed by 


several Senators here, it is pope that I should || 
Itisa | 
petition praying for the abolition of slavery in the 


distinctly state its character and objects. 
District of Columbia; and I move, sir, without a 
knowledge of what is the customary disposition of 
subjects of this kind in the Senate, but in obedience 
to my own view of the right to present petitions 
of this description, that the reading of the petition 
be dispensed with, and that it be referred to the 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 
of the reception of this petition be laid upon the 
table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the question. 

Mr. KING. I stated the other day, and I 
thought sufficiently clear for every Senator and the 
Presiding Officer to understand, that petitions of 
this kind are objected to, and that their reception 
will be objected to, and will never be tolerated by 
a portion of this Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
pardon me. The question now is upon laying the 


question of the reception of the petition upon the | 


table. 

Mr. KING. Acting upon this principle, the 
question ought to have been put by the Presiding 
Officer, ** Shall the petition be received ?”’ 
that point of order that I now rise. If the Presiding 
Officer will refer to the rule he will find that it is ex- 
pressly declared that every paper shall receive the 
sanction of the body previous to its reception. If 


it is in the knowledge of the Presiding Officer ob- | 


jectionable, it is his duty to put the question, 
** Shall it be received?” And then a motion may 
be mage to lay the question of reception on the 
table. 


I state this that we may not get into the difficul- | 


w that we once did by discussing this question. 


hen the Presiding Officer puts the question, | 
“Shall the paper be received?” then it is in the | 
power of any Senator to make a motion to lay it on | 


the table; and it is laid on the table without de- 
bate, if the majority of the Senate so decides; 
and thus we get clear of the discussion of this 
agitating question, which is constantly raised by 
miserable fanaticism. I say this in order to show 
that it is not necessary for the gentleman from 


L move, sir, that the question’ 


Itison | 


Georgia to make a motion against the reception of 


the petition. 


r. BERRIEN. I have made no motion against | 


its reception. I have taken it for granted, though 
the Chair did not formally propound the question, 


that the question of reception is now before the || 


Senate; and I move to lay that question upon the 
table, according to the uniform practice. 

Mr. SEWA 2- I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the subject. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senate will 
pardon me. I am only anxious that the usual 
course should be taken. The Chair announced 
that a motion had been made that the petition be | 
received and referred. ‘The Chair was not aware 
that the Chair had any power to present any ques- 
tion other than the one which was moved. 
Mr. KING. Asamatter of course, “ Shall the || 
paper be received?” is the question. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now | 
is to lay the motion of reception on the table. 
The yeas and nays having been ordered, were | 
then taken, and resulted thus: | 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 


Borland, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Clemens, Davis of | 
Mississippi, Dawson, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, | 














Mason, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, | 
Sturgeon, and Turney—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Cor- | 
win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, Felch, 
Greene, Hamlin, Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith 
Spruance, Upham, Wales, and Walker—19. 


| So the motion to receive the petition was laid on | 
the table. 


Mr. BENTON presented the petition of the } 


Also, a memorial of merchants and other cit- 
izens of Pennsylvania, asking the construction of | 
| ice harbors in the Delaware river; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


referred to the Committee of Claims. | 
On motion by Mr. BORLAND, 


Ordered, That the petition of the citizens of Maine, rel- | 
ative to abolishing the employment of chaplains, be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, 


Ordered, That the memorial of James McIntosh, on the | 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs. 





Ordered, That the memorial of [Isaac W. Griffith, on the 


sions, | 
On motion by Mr. STURGEON, 
Ordered, That Frances C. Elliot, widow of Jesse D. Elliot, 

| have leave to withdraw her petition and papers. 

A PRIVATE CLAIM. 


Mr. MASON. I ask leave, sir, to withdraw 
from the files of the Senate the petition and papers 
of Roddy, Carter, and Jennings, and refer them 
to the Committee of Claims. I wish to say, in 
relation to these papers, that they were before the | 
| Committee on the Veditiory during the late Con- 
gress, at the time when I was chairman of that 
committee. I made an examination into their | 
claim as far as it.was practicable for any gentle- 
man engaged in the duties of this body, with 
whatever industry he might apply himself to the 
work, to do. The papers were of such a volu- 
minous character and involved with such compli- 
| cated accounts that it was utterly impracticable for 
|| any gentleman, unless he abandoned his duty here 
altogether, even to understand their contents, far 
more to form a judgment upon them. It was for 
military rations furnished during the war of 1812, 
| and involving the sum of six millions of dollars. 
| I thought it my duty, therefore, to recommend to | 
|| the committee that they should ask the Senate to | 


refer these accounts to special auditors. The com- 
mittee concurred in the recommendation, and the 
Senate, at the instance of the committee, referred | 
the accounts to the First, Third, and Sixth Aud- | 


their opinion to the Senate. This resolution was 
passed in August, 1848, and a report was made at 
the close of the last session. r. Hagner, the 
Third Auditor, from indisposition, was unable to 
act. The accounts were examined by the First | 
and Sixth Auditors, who are now no longer in 
| office, and they have made it as clear to me as it 
|| can be made, that they were sedulously and con- 
stantly engrossed in that duty at night for the pe- 
riod of six months, and that a great amount of 
labor was performed, as is shown by the report. | 
I think it, therefore, incumbent on me to submit 
to the Senate that these gentlemen should be com- | 
| pensated for their services. The report which 








they made is embraced in some seventy odd pages, 
I think, of closely written manuscript. And any 


Douglas, Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, |) 
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|| due, in the judgment of these two gentl 
| presented in a most clear and lucid mann 





On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Towa, | 


files of the Senate,e referred on the Committee on Pen- j| 


. . : . . } 
| itors, with instructions to examine and report | alarge American whaling fleet in the peaceful pursuit of theit 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, the memorial of 1 
| Benedict J. Heard, on the files of the Senate, was 1 
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gentleman who will take the trouble to | 

will find that they have not only bestowed 

the work great labor, but they have performer 


their duty well. As the report stands, the debt 


emen, is 


! er, and ; 
will now be for the Committee of Claims to ane 


mine whether anything, and if so, what, is d 
these contractors. Te 
The claim which has been presented } th 
contractors amounts, I think, to some two bine 4 
thousand dollars; but, as it stands, in the judeme, 
of the Auditors, the amount will be about for 
thousand dollars; and if certain principles whieh 
may be adopted by the committee should prevail | 
—— that nothing will be found to be dye | 
ave asked that these papers may be withdray 
from the files of the Senate and referred to . 
Committee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to, and it was order 
that the memorials and papers on file in the Senate 
relating to the claim of Roddy, Carter, and Jey. 
nings, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MASON. Inow ask leave to submit a res. 
olution for the payment of these gentlemen, 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Rrsolved, That the Secretary pay Out Of the contingent 
fund of the Senate to William Collins, late First Audito, 
and Peter G. Washington, late Sixth Auditor, the sum at 
seven hundred and fifty dollars each, for services rendered 
in examining and stating the accounts in the ease of Jey. 
nings, Roddy, and Carter, in accordance with a resolution of 
the Senate ofthe 11th August, 1848, reported by them to the 


OOk at it 


| Senate on the 12th February, 1849. 


And thathe also pay to William D. Bagnall the sum of 
one hundred dollars, to —— Pritchard the sum of forty do}. 
lars, and to Moses M. Myers the sum of twenty dollars, for 
services rendered by them in examining and stating ae. 


, counts from the banks at Norfolk, Richmond, and Peters. 
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| 
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burg, respectively, pertaining to said claim, and at the re- 
quest of said Auditors. 


Mr. MASON. 
Mr. BENTON. 


I ask for its consideration now, 
Is it for the payment of mon- 


> 

Mr: MASON. Certainly. 

Mr. BENTON. Then it is subject to the rule 
which governs all bills or resolutions for the pay- 
ment of money. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would 
call the attention of the Senator who introduces 
this resolution to the 26th rule. 

The rule is as follows: 

“ Every bill shall receive three reagings previous to its be- 
ing passed; and the President shall give notice at each 
whether it be the first, second, or third; which readings 
shall be on three different days, unless the Senate unan- 
mously direct otherwise. And all resolutions proposing 
amendments to the Constitution, or to which the approba- 
tion and signature of the President may be requisite, or 
which may grant money out of the contingent or any other 
fund, shall be treated, in all respects, in the introduction 
and form of proceedings on them, in the Senate, in asimi- 
lar manner with bills; and all other resolutions shall lie on 
the table one day for consideration, and also reports of com- 
mittees.”’ 


The resolution was therefore laid over under the 
rule. 


RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE AT WEST POINT. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire whether the 127th paragraph of the regu- 
lations of the Military Academy at West Point, or any i0- 
terpretations thereof by the Superintendent of said Acad- 
emy, or the War Department, interferes with the rights 
guarantied by the Constitution to citizens of the United 
States concerning the free exercise of religious belief. 


On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate such information or particulars a 
may have come to his knowledge, respecting the detention, 
imprisonment, and barbarous treatment, by the Japanese 
Imperial and Provincial authorities, of American seamen 
who have the misfortune to be shipwreeked on the coast 
of Japan and its dependencies, which are now frequented by 


e 


lawful enterprise. 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be also requested © 
communicate to the Senate such recent and reliable inform 


|| ation, in the possession of the Department of State, ® 


relates to the Independent Oriental nations and their cape 
bilities for a profitable American commerce ; and on” 
report on the expediency of the appointment of a spect 
diplomatic agent or commissioner of the United Staies, 
be vested with authority to open amicable relations 
make commercial treaties with the sovereigns 
nations. " 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be further request i 
to report to the Senate whether the treaty between the t - 
States and his Majesty the King of Siam, of the 20th — 
1833, has not been violated by the King, in the monopoly ®! 
his Majesty of the trade in several of-the staple re 
that country; and which may require the intervention oe 
Government in order to place our commercial intercoue 
with that kingdom, abounding in all the elements of -% ne 
able commerce, upon a proper footing, and stipulate !or 
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» of a United States Consul at Bankok for the pro- 
petion of American citizens and their lawful commerce in 








REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
which was referred the petition and poem in 
the case of Isaac Watts Griffith, reported a bill. to 
increase the pension of Isaac Watts Griffith, ac- 
companied by a report; which was ordered to be 
rinted. u 4 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to author- 
ize the payment of invalid pensions in certain cases, 
seeompanied by @ report; which was ordered to be 
rinted. ? : 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of the heirs of Judith Wor- 
then, reported @ bill for their relief, accompanied 
yy a report; which were ordered to be printed. 
‘Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
iciary, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas Copperthwaite & Co., reported a bill pro- 
riding for the purchase and distribution of the de- 
sisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
among the several States and Territories; which 
yas read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. GREENE, from the Committee on Mili- 
ury Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of General Roger Jones, reported a bill for his re- 
lief, accompanied by a report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of Hor- 
ace Southmayde & Son, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of William A. Seely, asking the inter- 
vention of the United States to enable him to ob- 
tain from the Government a claim for recovering 
the crown jewels of Holland, reported against 
printing the same; which motion was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS TO BE INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would intro- 
duce a bill to establish ports of entry and delivery 
atMadison and New Albany, Indiana, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to reduce the min- 
imum price of the yellow pine lands or pine bar- 
rens; which was read a first and second time by 


. 4 and referred to the Committee on the Public 
nds. 


TEXAS REDUCTION LIMITS BILL. 


Mr. BENTON made his promised motion for 
leave to bring in a bill for the reduction of the lim- 
its of the State of Texas, and prefaced his motion 
with an exposition of the principles of his bill, and 
of his reasons for bringing it in. He said: 

The bill makes a proposal to Texas for the re- 
duction of her limits. Ene is too large, either for 
her own convenience or for the proper equality 
and well-being of the other States. She covers 
sixteen degrees of latitude, and fourteen of longi- 
tude. She extends from 26 to 42 degrees of north 
latitude, and from 96 to 110 west lon itude; that 
is to say, from four degrees south of New Orleans 
‘0 near four degrees north of St. Louis, and from 
the longitude of western Missouri to the summit 
of the Rocky Mountains. Her southeast corner 
sin the mouth of the Rio Grande—region of per- 
petual flowers; her northwest corner is near the 

th Pass in the Rocky Mountains—region of 
ternal snow. ~She has a gulf frontier of near a 
thousand miles—a river frontier on the Rio Grande 
(part disputed) of two thousand miles—an indis- 
puted river frontier of a thousand miles on the 
\rkansas, about five hundred more on the Red 
ae nearly another five hundred on the Sabine 
‘ontier, and an inland frontier of three-hundred 
miles more between the Red river and the Arkan- 
ts. She has a circum/erence of above five thousand 
miles, and a superficial content of three hundred 
and fifty thousand square miles." Such a State is 
too large, either fur her own welfare or that of the 
other States. She is large enough to make seven 
tes of the first class, and ought, for her own 
welfare as well as that of the other States, to be 
reduced to a reasonable size. The proper time for 
¢ reduction was the time of her admission into 
‘e Union, and I it at that time—pro- 
Posed the reduction and the settlement of all ques- 




















what might have been easil 








tions with her, before she was admitted.* That 

roposition was overruled; she was admitted as a 

tate, with all her questions of extent, boundary, 
| public lands, debts,.and Indians, unsettled; and 
| never to be settled afterwards except upon her own 

terms. What was proper then is indispensable now: 
done then becomes 
difficult now. All the evils then foretold are com- 
ing to pass, and becoming worse from delay; so 
that the work of reduction of limits and settlement 
of these questions can no longer be deferred with- 
out great public misfortune. 

The bill proposes to reduce her, at once, with 
her consent, into a State of about 150,000 square 
| miles; and, eventually, into two States of about 
| 75,000 square miles each. The reduction is pro- 











posed on the principle of leaving all the present | 


| population and all the organized counties un- 


touched, and ceding the unseated and wild lands | 


to the United States. The western boundary line, | 


retired to the parallel of 102 degrees of west lon- | 


Sabine frontier as it is. 


A parallel of latitude, 
through open 


rairies, east of the Rio Puerco, 
her western boundary. The Red river, now the 


become the whole northern boundary. The Ar- 
kansas would beabandoned in its whole extent, and 
the southwest corner of the State brought down 
from the head of the Arkansas to near the head of 
the Red river—from the frozen region of 42to the 
genial clime of 34. 
This reduction would leave the State compact 
and homogeneous, with natural boundaries, and 
perfectly adapted to the division which is pro- 
vided for. She would still be too large for one 
State, and this is the proper time for dividing her; 
and the bill contains the provision for that purpose. 
A north and south line is taken for the dividin 
line, which will give about equal extent and equa 
advantages to each State. The parallel of 98 de- 
grees of west longitude divides the Red river front 
equally between them, giving four degrees to each. 
The same parallel followed south to its intersec- 
tion with the Rio Colorado, and _ thence following 
that river to its mouth in the gulf, divides both the 
gulf coast and the territory about equally again. 
This is the proposed division line—the second 
State to become separate and independent, and 
entitled to immediate admission into the Union as 
a matter of right, on attaining a population of 
100,000 souls. 
Allexterior to these limits is proposed to be 
ceded to the United States. The cession is esti- 





* The following is the copy of a bill introduced into the 
Senate by Mr. Benton, on the 1}th December, 1844, viz: 
A BILL to provide for the annexation of Texas to the United 


gitude, and the northern boundary line retired to 

the Red river, would have this effect; and would 

leave the State in a compact form, with very com- 

modious and proper boundaries, and very suitable 

for future division into two States. She would re- 

tain all her gulf coast, one half of the Rio Grande, 
States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate «nd House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Uongress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be, and he hereby f&, nu- 
thorized and advised to open negotiations with Mexico and 
Texas for the adjustinent of boundaries, and the annexation 
of the latter to the United States, on the following bases, to 
wit: 

I. The boundary of the annexed territory to be in the des- 
ert prairie west of the Nueces, and along the highlands and 
mountain heights which divide the waters of the Mississippi 
from the waters of the Ria del Norte, and to latitude forty- 
two degrees north. 

Il. The people of Texas, by a legislative act, or by any 
authentic act which shows the will of the majority, to ex- 
press their assent to said annexation. 

Ill. A State, to be called “the State of Teras,” with 
boundaries fixed by herself, and an extent not excceding that 
of the largest State of the Union, be admitted into the 
Unton, by virtue of this act, on an equal footing with the 
original States. 

LV. The remainder of the annexed territory to be held 
and disposed of by the United States as one of their ‘Terri- 
tories, and to be called “the Southwest Territory.” 

V. The existence of slavery to be forever prohibited in 
the northern and northwestern part of said Territory, weet 
of the hundredth degree of longitude west from Greenwich, 
so as to divide, av equally as may be, the whole of the an- 
—< country between slaveholding and non-slaveholding 

tes. 

VI. The assent of Mexico to be obtained by treaty to 
such annexation and boundary, or to be dispensed with 
when the Congress of the United States may deem such as- 
sent to be unnecessary. 

VIL. Other details of the annexation to be adjusted by 
treaty, so far as the same may come within the scope of the 
treaty-making power, 
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about a thousand miles on the Red river, and the | 


instead of the claimed Rio Grande, would become | 


boundary of part of the State on the north, would | 
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mated to amount to two hundred thousand square 
miles, and stretches from the Rio Grande to the 
Arkansas, and to the head of the Arkansas, and 
is supposed to contain most of the public lands 
which Texas possesses. It is a large extent of 
country, and is desirable to the United States, and 
almost indispensable to her, from its great extent, 
its geographical position, and its actual condition 
as a shelter for savages. It covers the whole 
country which lies at the head of our rivers in 
front of the New Mexican mountains, and from 
the Rio Grande to the Arkansas. It stretches 
from 28 to 42 degrees of north latitude, and covers 
the whole country in front of New Mexico and 
California. It is now the State of Texas, and in- 
terposes that State between the settled parts of the 
United States and the whole front of New Mexico 
and California. The United States owes great 
duties to these two new acquisitions—duties 
which it cannot fulfill without possessing the abso- 
lute right of way to them, the primary disposition 
of the soil, and the management of the Indians, 
The duty of protection cannot be extended to them 
without a right to make roads and plant settlers. 
We want a road from the frontier of Missouri to 
Santa Fé and California: we cannot make them 
without an absolute right of way, and the power 
to make settlements upon them. New Mexico is 
suffering from Indian depredation—suffering more 
now under the American Government than un- 
der any period of the Mexican Government, 
even in its most helpless and distracted con- 
dition. People are killed, captives carried off, 
and stock driven away, in sight of the town 
of Santa Fé—in sight of the American flag flyin 
over the town. The roads from Missouri an 
Arkansas to the capital of New Mexico are about 
as dangerous now as in time of actual war. In 
fact, so far as New Mexico and the roads to her 
are concerned, there isno peace. The treaty with 
Mexico has brought no peace there. The war 
still rages, and worse than ever—all round New 
Mexico, all through her, and upon all the roads 
leading to her. New Mexico needs settlers—a 
home population—to defend her. Settlers are 
the natural and cheap defence of new countries: 
but settlers, to defend a country, must have a stake 
in it—an inierest in the soil. They must have 
land—must have donations and preémptions; and 
the primary disposition of the soil is necessary to 
that. A regiment of a thousand men, raised and 
officered in the country, with grants of land in ad- 
dition to pay, would give the protection to New 
Mexico, and her roads, which are due to them; 
and give it in the way to be both cheapest and most 
effectual. But, to do that, the right of jurisdiction 
and the primary disposition of the soil is indispen- 
sable to the United States. We cannot protect 
New Mexico—we cannot go to her, or to Califor- 
nia, upon any direct line, or upon any line within 
the United States south of 42°, without goin 
through the State of Texas, subject to the! .pedi- 
ments which State rights may interpose, and with- 
out the rights over the soil which the protection of 
the roads require. 

The right of jurisdiction and the primary dispo- 
sition of the soil is indispensable to us in all that 
art of Texas which intervenes between New 
exico and California—which lies in front of the 
mountains at the heads of the Red rivet and Ar- 
kansas—which stretches from the Rio Grande to 
the edge of the South Pass in latitude 42°. Itisa 
tract of 200,000 square miles, and cannot be ob- 
tained without a price. Texas is in no condition 
to make such a gratuity to the United States. She 
owes money, and wishes to pay it. She needs im- 
provements, and desires to make them. She is 
young, and requires a system of schools, and needs 
a school fund. And for all these objects her prin- 
cipal reliance is on these 200,000 square miles of 
territory, containing her vacant lands, and 80 in- 
dispensable to us. The bill offers her fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars—a sum not arbitrarily assumed, 
but adopted from the offer made, and for a less ex~- 
tent, in 1844. The treaty of annexation, negoti- 
ated but not ratified in that year, gave her ten 
millions of dollars: five millions more, some say 
ten, were offered to Mexico. Adopting that offer 
to Texas and Mexico, the same sum of fifteen mil- 
lions is now proposed to Texas, and with better 
reason, for we get more country, and that which 
has become indispensable to us from the acquisi- 
tion of New Mexico and California. It is buta 
smail sum, considering the objecis to be attained. 
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Even if it took the money out of the treasury, the '| Salt Fork of the Red river, between the parallels 


attainment of these objects, now amounting to pos- 
itive duties, would justify the sacrifice; but it will 


take no money from the nee” The land ceded, | 
ea 


after all deductions for the sterile and the appropri- 
ated, would still contain enough, arable and vacant, 
to raise the amount. But land is not all that Texas 
cedes, She is required to relinquish all her claims 
upon the United Statea; and these are neither few 
nor small. She is to relinguish all claims for prop- 


. erty surrendered to the United States—ships, forts, 


arsenals, munitions of war, custom-houses, cus- 
tom-house revenue, public squares, and public 
edifices. She is to relinquish all claims for her 
debts, the means of paying which were in her cus- 
tom-houses, already surrendered, and in the vacant 
lands now proposed to be ceded. She is further to 
relinguish all other claims, embracing a serious 
item for the depredations of Indians collocated on 


her borders by the United States, before the annex- | 


ation, and bound to be restrained from mischief 
by the existing treaty with Mexico, and to which 
Texas became party. ; 

These are the great reasons of national policy, 
and of national duty, which make this reduction 
of limits and cession of territory indispensable to 
us. They are sufficient in themselves; but there 
is another reason, of a different kind, and of new 
and pressing urgency, on which we cannot shut 
our eyes, nor avoid the involvment which it threat- 
ens, if allowed to goon. Texasand New Mexico 
are about coming into collision: the United States 
are, and must be, a party to that collision. It is 
their duty to stop it before it becomes more serious, 
and to stop it amicably and paternally by extin- 
guishing the claim of Texas to the territory in dis- 
yute. This bill, if agreed to by Texas and the 

nited States, wiil have that eflect. It will give 
Texas a defined western boundary four degrees 
east of Santa Fé, and will remove all cause of 
collision. 


These are some of the reasons which make this 
reduction of Nmits and cession of territory desira- || 
ble, and in fact indispensable, to the United States. | 


‘There are reasons why it should also be desirable 
to Texas. It would give her the means of getting 
rid of a debt which discourages emigration, ab- 
sorbs her resources, paralyzes improvements, and 
postpones the establishment of a school system. 
t would release her from the management of wild 


lands, always an inconvenient subject of State le- | 
gislation. It will give her at once her ultimate and | 
proper form and limits, and enable her to give to | 


all her public establishments and highways their 
proper localities and directions. It will free her 
from all questions of dispute or controversy at 
home or abroad, and enable her to direct all her 
energies to the prosperity of the State, with the 
means to promote it. 

it would relieve her from the anomaly of free- 
soil—pregnant cause of future mischief—which is 
within her limits; and it would give to that quarter 
of the Union additional weight in this body by the 
addition of the two Senators to which the second 
State would soon be entitled. 

These are my reasons for offering to bring in 
this bill. I owe it to myself to say, that I have 
not taken this step without the knowledge of the 
Senators from Texas. I owe it to them to say that 
they have expressed no opinion upon the merits 


of my plan. I have proceeded upon my own view | 


of what was best both for Texas and for the 


nied States; and now ask leave to bring in the 
ill. 


Mr. Benton then submitted his bill, which was 
read a first time, as follows: 
A BILL proposing to the State of Texas the reduction of 
ber boundaries, the cession of her exterior territory, and 
the relinquishment of all ber claims upon the United 


States, fora consideration to be paid her by the United 


States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent. | 


atives of the United States, in Congress assembled, 


That the following propositions shal! be, and the | 


same are hereby offered to the State of Texas, 
which, when agreed to by the said State, in an 
act passed by her General Assembly, shall be bind- 


ing and ob igatory upon the United States and | 


upon the said State of Texas; 


First. The State of Texas will reduce her | 


boundary on the west to the one hundred and 
second degree of west longitude, from the meridian 
of Greenwich; and on the north to the Main or 


_ of one hundred and one hundred and two degrees 
of west longitude. 

Second. When the population of said State 

|, shall equal or exceed one huhdred thousand souls 

| west of the line formed by the ninety-eighth de- 


|| from its mouth to its intersection by said parallel, 
| then the State of Texas will further reduce her 


Texas lying west of that line, as reduced by the 
first article of this agreement, shall be and remain 

‘| a separate State, entitled to immediate admission 
into the Federal Union, on an equal footing with 
the original States. 

Third. The State of Texas cedes to the United 
| States all her territory exterior to the limits to 
| which she reduces herself by the first article of this 
| agreement. 
| Fourth. The State of Texas relinquishes all 
|| claim upon the United States for liability of the 
| debts of ‘Texas, and for compensation or indem- 
| nity for the surrender to the United States of her 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| western boundary to that line; and the part of | 


ships, ports, arsenals, custom-houses, custom- 
| house revenue, arms and munitions of war, and 
public buildings, with their sites, which became 


the annexation. 


said reduction of boundaries, cession of territory, 
and relinquishment of claims, will pay to the State 


a stock bearing five per cent. interest, and redeem- 
| able at the end of fourteen years, the interest pay- 
able half yearly at the Treasury of the United 
|| States. 

Sixth. Immediately after the President of the 
| United States shall have been furnished with an 


|| of Texas, accepting these propositions, he shall 


of Texas, as provided for in the fifth article of this 
agreement. 


The bill was then read a second time by its title. 


| referred to some committee. 


| Judiciary. 
| Mr. BUTLER. I should suppose that it would 
be more properly referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 
Severat Senators. No; the Judiciary. 
The bill was referred to the Committee on the 
|| Judiciary accordingly. 





|| CALIFORNIA, DESERET, NEW MEXICO, AND 


JACINTO. 

|| Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
|| organization of the territorial governments of Cali- 


the people of Jacinto, with the consent of the State 





Union upon an equal footing with the original 
States, in all respects whatsoever. 

In asking leave to introduce the bill, Mr. F 
aid :, 

Mr. President: In accordance with a notice 
given by me some weeks ago, | rise for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the assent of the Senate to the 


| 
| 
} 


w 


j 


| 
| 
| ment, and for the admission of such State into the 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| introduction of the bill which I now hold in my 
| hand; which is entitled ‘*A bill to provide for the 

organization of a territorial government in Califor- 
1 nia, Deseret, and New Mexico, and to enable the 
i people of Jacinto (with the assent of the State of 
| Texas) to provide a constitution and State govern- 


ment, and for the admission of such State into the 
Union upon an equal footing with the original 


|| States, in all respects whatsoever.’’ I beg leave 
to detain the Senate for a few minutes, whilst, in 
|} accordance with Parliamentary usage, and the ex- 

cellent example just supplied to us by the honor- 
‘}able Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,) I 
explain the objects of this bill; of whom and his 
example I may say, that it is sometimes quite 
convenient for one who is disposed to assail, but 
who wishes to do so without exposing himself to 
the avenging justice of the lex talionis, rhetori- 
cally to ex ibit himself, as he has done this 
morning, in a speech merely introductive to a bill, 
|| which is, regularly, not subject to be responded to 
|} at all; instead of coming upon the arena of debate 
| in a more formal manner, and generously allow- 








{ 


! 





i] gree of west longitude, and by the river Colorado, | 


the property of the United States at the time of 


Fifth. The United States, in consideration of 


of Texas the sum of fifteen millions of dollars in || 


|| authentic copy of the act of the General Assembly | 


cause the stock to be issued in favor of the State | 


Mr. BENTON. F suppose it should now be | 
Mr. FOOTE. Refer it to the Committee on the | 


fornia, Deseret, and New Mexico, and to enable | 


|| of ‘Texas, to form a constitution and State govern- | 


J 
16, 
ing those who differ from him in sentiment the 
opportunity of replying to views which. on." 
unanswered, might be productive of a delran® 
| not easy to be removed by a response ni&de j a 
qaOMArT routine of debate. ne 
far as the reductio al 
boundiisies of Texas ie, of the present territoria 
| as is concerned, I believe y) 
there is no difference of opinion in this bod 1 
| Is certainly most true, as this moment urved in 0 
| hearing, that Texas, allowing to her al! the t - 
err. 
|| tory claimed by her act of 1836, (adopted whi), 
| sbe remained an independent republic,) would be 
| too large for a single State of this Confederacy; a ‘4 
|| L will add that her title to all the territory Chine 
: ed 
| for her by the act of 1836, entitled “ An acy 4, 
| defining the boundaries of the republic of Texas » 
H is oue which no ingenuity can undermine and no 
| sophistry elude. Indeed, I suppose that the ine 
|| limits of Texas will never again be disputed in the 
| Congress of the United States; since the honoraiie 
|| Senator from Missouri, who, when the resolutions 
|| of ‘Texan annexation were under considera’ ion jy 
| this Chamber, was, if I recollect aright, the op) 
|| Senator who presumed to call in question her joy 
acknowledged boundaries, has become a conver 
to the teachings of others on this subject—to the 
teachings of those, sir, who, when they first ad ven. 
tured upon the task of instruction, were treated 
with naught but scornful incredulity and a sort of 
Fadladeen contempt. Sir, the fact that Texas is 
|| too large for a single State is by no meansa new 
discovery. Such was the opinion of those who 
'| framed the resolutions of annexation, as no one 
will doubt who will examine them; for upon such 
|| €Xamination it will appear that they expressly 
contemplate a future division of Texas into four 
|| States or less, with the consent of Texas herself. 
|| The terms of the resolution of annexation, so far 











|| as this point is concerned, are as follows: 

“ New States, of convenient size, not exceeding four in 
nuimber, in addition to said State of Texas, and having sul 
ficient population, may hereafter, by the consent of said 
|| State, be formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be 
entitled to admission under the provisions of the Federal 
Constitution.” 

Yes, sir; the ultimate formation of new States 
within the limits of Texas, as these limits were 
recognized to exist at the period of annexation, 
| was distinctly contemplated, and most formally 
| provided for; and that these limits were understood 
j at the time as embracing all the territory now 
claimed by Texas, is quite evident from the fact 








that it was in addition provided by the resolutions 
of annexation themselves that ‘such States as 
might be formed out of that portion of said terri- 
tory lying south of thirty-six degrees thirty min- 
utes north latitude, commonly known as the Mis- 
souri compromise line, should be admitted into 
the Union with or without slavery, as the people of 
each State asking admission might desire;” whilst 
it was provided that ‘in such State or States as 
should be formed out of the territory north of said 
Missouri “compromise line, slavery or involuntary 
'| servitude (except for crimes) should be prohibit- 
|| ed.’? Now, as this same Missouri compromise 
| line is some two degrees or more north of what 
has been generally marked upon our maps as the 
northern boundary line of Texas, and runs 
through the heart of what is now called by some 
New “Mexico, and which was once universally 
recognized as such, it follows as an inevitable con 
| clusion, that the American Congress which ado)'- 
| ed the resolutions of annexation designed nothig 
less than the recognition of the precise northeri 
and western boundaries of Texas as described in 
| her act of 1836, already referred to. It is, there- 
fore, not at all surprising that the territorial surface 
of Texas as then marked out was on all sides re 
garded as too latge to be permanently embraced 
within the confines of a single State, and might 
well bear future division and subdivision. _ 
I repeat, therefore, Mr. President, that it is no 
| new discovery which has been announced s0 pol)” 


| 





ously in our hearing this morning, that Tex 
| with the boundaries that of right appertain (0 C 
is too large for a single State; nor is the honorav'e 
Senator from Missouri entitled to the credit ° 
having enpneus a scheme for the reduction of “i 
limits. No one will doubt this who is aware i 
the bill, for the reception of which I now ask, al 
which has been printed by order of the Sens 
| and which has been lying upon the tables of a 
orable Senators for at least ten days past, actue!y 


provides for the establishment of a new State with 


‘| tn, the limits of Texas, with, the consent of 











at 
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of Texas first had and obtained, to be called 
reg < of Jacinto; which State is to be so laid off 
a embrace all of what is now Texas lying to 





ve east of the river Brasos. This bill has not only 
ae rinted, and been lying on the tables of hon- 
pat 4 Senators for the period mentioned, but I 
deemed it expedient, in various modes during the 
Pa week of Congress, to apprise the whole Amer- 
ican public that such a measure would be brought 
forward. This I did, in order that no surprise 
might be produced in any quarter, and that the 
mindsof our twenty millions of countrymen might 
be seasonably informed of what was in'ended to 
te done, or at least of what was desired to be done, 
by some of us On this important subject. 
‘Knowing, sir, that a question was pending in 
regard to slavery in territories, of a most exciting 
onl alarming character; knowing that this ques- 
son had been mischievously raised in regard to all 
our territory recently acquired from Mexico; feel- 
ing that nothing could be more importaut than the 
warrowing, by all legitimate and proper means, of 
ihe territorial area which was to constitute the 
sene of contention, or at any rate of preventing 
tie undue amplification of this. area, 1 certainly 
not perceive the wisdom of excluding from the 
mits of Texas, ip the manner proposed by the bill 
of the honorable Senator from Piiesouri {Mr. Ben- 
ron} just introduced, all the territory which he now 
oaks that the United States shall purchase from the 
State of Texas; every foot of which, so soon as 
ourchased, (unless some precautionary guards, ap- 
parently not deemed necessary or proper by the 
wonorable Senator from Missouri,) would be claim- 
ed infallibly as subject to the Wilmot proviso. I 
knew, to be sure, sir, that in the Legislature of the 
State of New York, resolutions had been the other 
day: introduced, limiting Texas to the precise 
boundaries asserted to be her true boundaries by 
the honorable Senator from Missouri, at the period 
when the Texas annexation resolutions were un- 
der discussion in this Chamber. | was aware, also, 
certainly, that these New York resolutions had 
been introduced for the purpose of perpetrating a 
most hideous fraud upon the South, by applying 
the principle of the Wilmot proviso to all the ter- 
ritory asserted to belong to New Mexico, I was 
likewise cognizant of the peculiar relations which 
have for some time past subsisted between the 
barnburning and abolition gentry of the Empire 
State and the Senator from Missouri. Yes, sir, 
all these things I knew, and I hope duly apprecia- 
ted; but never did it enter my head to conceive 
that there was in existence a human being—a 
member of this illustrious body, too—represenung 
among us one of the slave States of the Confed- 
eracy—who would dare to take it upon himself to 
bring forward a bill like that which has made its 
ghastly apparition among us this morning, and 
which, if it should become a law, without amend- 


did 





purchase from the State of Texas. I| say unsettle 
the question of slavery in all the territory referred 
‘9; and | say so upon grounds which cannot be 
disputed ; for no one can deny that the annexation 
resolutions already cited did most effectually and 
permanently settle this question in all that was 
then recognized as the State of Texas. Yes, sir, 
the Missouri compromise principle was express! 
applied to the territory annexed, and thus was all 
contention upon the most exciting and perilous 
question ever agitated in the republic completel 
precluded. The bill now brought forward, as will 
ve perceived by those who will eXamine it, NULLI- 
ries this Missouri compromise principle in all the 
‘erritory proposed to be purchased; and every acre 
Fitis placed in the same plight and condition pre- 
cisely as California and our other recently acquired 
Ssessions.. Now, this will be held to be nota 
iule surprising by those who are aware that the 
introducer of this very bill at this moment stands 
‘structed by the Missouri islature to vote for 
the application of the Missouri compromise prin- 
“ple to all the territory within which the adversa- 
nes of our southern institutions are striving to es- 
tablish the dominion of abolition. 
4 But the honorable Senator has been. still more 
aring upon this occasion, and has ventured to as- 
aa mn the plainest and strongest language, that 
y the Texas annexation resolutions the free-soil 
Principle, as it is called, was introduced into all, 


a portion of Texas situated north of the line of. 


- The honorable Senator was never more 


| 
ment, will completely unsettle the question of 
slavery in all the vast domain which it proposes to 





in error in his life, sir. Ido not doubt that some 
such absurd and unfounded idea may have gained 
entrance into his cranium, when the annexation 
measure was under consideration; and in this way 
we may perhaps account for the honorable Sena- 
tor’s having himself voted for that measure, after 
having exerted himself to the utmost to defeat it; 
and yet I repeat, that he never has committed a 
more egregious blunder in his life than in this in- 
stance. hy, sir, Texas was admitted as one 
State; she was admitted as a slave State, as she yet 
is, and as I doubt not she will permanently re- 
main. By the terms of annexation, no new State 
can be formed within her limits, save with her own 
consent. There is not much free soil, | opine, in 
this arrangement. But the case is still stronger; 
slavery is not excluded except from such State or 
States ‘as may be formed out of her territory 
north of the Missouri compromise line.’’ 

Now, as itis by no means certain that there ever 
will be a new State formed, with the consent of 
Texas, out of that portion of her territory just al- 
uded to—as it is not certain that a new State will 
ever thus spring up in ‘Texas, the whole of whose 
territorial domain will be located north of the line 
of 36° 30'—I am by no means able to discern 
how it is that what the honorable Senator is 
j leased to call the free-soil principle was at all let 
in by the resolutions of annexation. On the con- 
trary, [ contend that this principle is most effecta- | 
ally and forever precluded from all the territory | 
embraced within the limits of ‘Texas by these very 


resolutions, and that there is a moral certainty that 
| all the soil of Texas, now open to the settlement 

of southern men and their slave property, will for- 
| ever remain thus open. 1 will only mention two 
| reasons out of many which might be urged in sup- 
| port of this view of the subject; but they will be 

eld to be sufficient by all unprejudiced minds. 
And, first, I ask honorable gentlemen to look at 
the surface of Texas, indented as it is with various 
noble rivers, all of them, except one, (the Red 
river,) running from the mountainous region of the 
north to the Gulf of Mexico in the south, nearly 
in a straight line. Glance for a moment at the 
Sabine, the Trinity, the Brasos, the Colorado, the 
San Antonio, and the Rio Bravo del Norte. Would 
any but a madman ever think of dividing Texas 
into new States without adopting some of these 
noble rivers as boundaries ? | shall not expatiate 
upon this point; it would be superfluous to do so. 
1 shall content myself with a statement of the fact, 
of which I| profess to have personal knowledge, 
that all in Texas who have ever suggested the 
propriety of a division of her tervitorial area into 
two or more States have uniformly urged that her 
great rivers should constitute the line of separation 
between State and State. ‘Thus all the new States 
to be formed would, like the present Texas, be 
bounded on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, and 
some of them might be perchance intersected by 
the line of 36° 30’; not one of them certainly would 
be found lying entirely above that line. 

But let it be recollected that no such new State 
or States can ever be formed without the consent of 
Texas; and then let any man answer me the ques- 
tion, whether it is possible that the noble State 
here represented by the two distinguished gentle- 
men now in my eye [Messrs, Rusk and Houston] 
—a State so eminently svuthern in her origin, her 
heroic achievements, her well-known political prin- 
ciples, and her local interests—can ever become so 
far recreant to her own high character—her glori- 
ous deeds in the war of her revolution; how she 
can become so unmindful of her true honor—her 
safety now and in future—so blind to the accursed 
designs of the factionists who have already plotted 
her undoing, and the ultimate destruction of the 
whole South—as to be willingly used by unprinci- 

ed men, whether resident in the North or in the 

uth—whether demagogues, fanatics, or traitors 
—for the purpose of multiplying the number of our 
adversaries in the national councils, by permitting 
additional free States to be formed within her limits, 
whose representatives here and in the other wing 
of the Capitol would be shortly found in close al- 
liance with those base and unprincipled men who 
have so long kept up a wicked excitement in the 
two houses of Congress, and who will never be 
content until the fairest portion of this noble repub- 
lic shall be subjected to ravage, to desolation, and 
to ruin—and until the most high-spirited and gal- 
lant people that the sun of heaven has ever shone 
upon shall be involved in scenes more horrible and 
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more dishonoring than have ever yet polluted the 
of history ? 


es 
t "an any one presume to think that Texas will 


ever consent to any division of her territory which 
may, in the least degree, tend to bring upon the 
South such scenes as these) If there be one that 
has so egregiously misjudged the people of Texas, 
let me assure him that he knows nothing of that 
gallant yeomanry who encountered Santa Anna 
and his myrmidons, and achieved their liberty and 
independence in battles as glorious as any which 
marked the immortal revolutionary struggle of 
our own valiant forefathers. Sir, I feel that | may 
speak confidently on this subject, for | know the 
people of Texas well; I have sojourned among 
them, and enjoyed their cordial and elegant hospi- 
talities; | have visited the fields of renown where 


| undying fame was acquired, and where the sacred 


principles of civil and religious liberty were estal- 


| lished by the pouring forth of the precious blood of 
| patriots and of heroes. I know the people of Texas 
| well;and humble as I cmnreny 


am and all unworthy 
of such distinguished honor, | was ten years ago in- 
vited by many of hg most illustrious citizens (one 


| of whom is now a member of this body) to draw up 


the history of her war of independence. | complied 
with the call so kindly made; and wrote two consid- 
erable volumes upon ‘*Texas and the Texans;’’ the 


| preparation of which for the press, if no other ad- 


vantage to myself or others shall result, enables 
me to bear testimony this day, in the American 
Senate, in behalf of the people of Texas, and to 
vindicate them against all suspicion of delinquency 
upon this great and vital question. No, sir; no, 
‘Texas will never consent that a single acre of her 
sacred soil, earned by the heroism of her sons, re- 
linquished to her by the memorable treaty wrung 


| from the Mexican dictator amid the glories of that 


hour which have made the name of Jacinto aname 
terrible to tyrants and one of encouragement to the 
strugglers for freedom throughout the world—of 
that soil, her title to which has been tacitly recog- 


| nized by the act of annexation itself, vindicated in 


all the battles which marked the progress of our 


| late memorable war with Mexico, and solemnly 


confirmed by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; 
never will Texas consent, or think for a moment 


| of consenting, that a single acre of this, her valued 


territory, shall be given up to her own worst 
enemies, or to be used to enlarge the arena of 


| gladiatorial strife; which is certainly large enough 
| in all conscience, without this enormous addition 
| to it. 


The bill of the honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri proposes to pay to Texas a large sum of 


| money, (fifteen millions of dollars,) ebiefly in con- 
| sideration of the reduction of her boundaries in the 
| manner proposed, and provides in addition for the 


laying off of another new State within her limits, 
thus previously reduced in dimensions, when- 
ever her whole population shall be found to amount 


| to one hundred thousand souls; which new State 


is to be laid off west of the Colorado. Now, in the 
first place, the State of ‘Texas is authorized by the 
resolutions of annexation to divide herself inte four 
States instead of one—all of which, running, as [ 
have described them, from north to south, would, 
in all probability, be slave States, and would sup- 


| ply efficient aid to the South in the fierce struggle 


through which she is fated to pass. The bill of 
the honorable member will so restrict her eapacity 
for division and subdivision, as only to allow two 
States instead of four to arise within her confines 
—one to the east, and the other to the west' of the 
Colorado. This arrangement would be truly a 
most gracious boon to the South in this her mo- 
ment of persecution and of danger ! 

Again: the population at present in Texas, west 
of the Colorado, is, to a very considerable extent, 
non-slaveholding. In this region there are cer- 
tainly many large plantations along the Colorado 
and the country which it waters; but to the west, 
I repeat, the population is, for the mosi,part, 
(though certainly highly respectable,) a non-siave- 
holding population. There is to be found the large 
German colony, which is constantly on the in- 
cre-se, among whom, | understand, there are no 
slaves; and in that part of Texas along the San 
Antonio and Rio Grande rivers especially, there 
are still a large number of Mexican inhabitants, 
most of whom, it is well known, though partial, 
to their own systern Of peonage, are hostile to our 
southern system of domestic slavery. Now, sir, 
what a bright prospect does not tie honorable Sen-; 
ator’s bill unfold to us for the speedy organization 
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of snother State. wherein his favorite free-soil prin- | | the Republic, all of them of und mo. aie 

ciples may gain ascendency! Sir, anxious as \ erated forefathers; leaving it to the champions of || ing at least as sound and as trust-worthyashienn” divi 

I was to bring about the early reduction of the ter- || aggression and the perpetrators of injustice to de- | entertained opinions directly the reverse wan pre 

ritorial limits of Texas—satisfied as 1 was that || termine whether they would indeed take upon || which he was thus so fiercely fulminating; am lat SS 

: this was decidedly necessary to the convenient || themselves and their constituents the responsibility || whom I must mention the Senator from T ~— _ 
‘ manrgement of her own governmental concerns— } of dissolving that Union which was once so fostly || [Mr. Housron,] who sita over the way, onde go 
a I certainly never thought of attempting to accom- dear to the heart of every American. With these || in his late anti-Gadsden letter, has so emphatical),” ie 
a plish such an object by such means as he has chosen || views, I contented myself with offering the bill | declared himself opposed to the Wilmot provie, nia! 
Re to adopt. Asa senatorial representative of one of | which I am now asking to be allowed to intro- || upon every ground of opposition to it Mallee a 
He the slave States of the Confederacy, I could not | duce, curtailed of those other provisions which || assumed. This, too, sir, is the indiscreet yh aia 
tf have reconciled it to my own sense of duty to en- || have been now brought forward, in a disguised || orician whose inflammatory addresses to large et Ye 
i ge in any scheme which menaced the whole || form, by the honorable Senator from Missouri. || ular assemblies in Missouri, during the last a pe 
; uthwith suchserious detriment. Were ltobring | Now, sir, I appeal to the Senate and the coun- || mer, are said tohave produced a most startling es into 

: forward atsuch a period as this a project so fraught | try whether I have not a right to complain of the || among the slave population in the surrounding ‘ 
with mischief as is this one to the whole slave- | honorable Senator from Missouri for having thus 1 country; who, as it is reported, by twenties ani | 

. holding section of the Confederacy, | should ex- || unceremoniously appropriated to himself the work || forties, put themselves in full flight for the Pathe a 

j pect to be speedily instructed owt of my seatin | of my hands and the result of my painful medita- || of Waters, and made their sudden esca sae - a 
this body; for true it is, as John Randolph used || tions? If the honorable Senator had condescended || neighboring State of [Ilinois. [Here i Barren wid 

to Bay, those members of Congress who cannot || to ask my consent to his becoming godfather to a | left his seat, walked towards the door of the Sen. fait 

be instructed in their seats, must perforce be in- | measure which, in its purer and less objectionable ] ate Chamber, and passed rapidl through it.] See dor 

structed out of them. ; |, shape, did not originate with him; if he had given || Mr. President, he flies as did Las same deluded rep 

Mr. President, I feel that I have some right to || me due notice of his intention thus to pirate upon || sons of Africa among whom his eloquence jig re. the 
e complain on this occasion that an attempt has been || the poor creations of my intellect; had this as- | ported to have awakened a regular stampede. Hi, a 
made by the honorable Senator from Missouri to | tounding liberty been taken by a friend, or by one | escapes me just as I was about to compare him to éo 

appropriate to himself the cred of originating this friendly to the South in her present trying posi- || that degenerate Roman senator, whom Cicero once bly 

scheme of dividing Texas. ‘To be sure, he has || tion, I should not, perhaps, have seriously com- addressed in language that will never perish, ex. Ine 

falien upon a different plan of division from any || plained ofthe outrage. But, sir, thecase is a very || claiming in the hearing of auch men as Cesar, and an 

which my mind had framed; but the proposition | different one indeed. The offensive conduct which || Cato, and Brutus, with majestic cadence: « Quous- Ur 

of dividing Texas, with her own consent, witha | lam noticing, has been practised by an individual || que tandem abutere Catilina nostra patientia?” As do 

| view to multiplying the number of our confedera- || more responsible, in my judgment, than any man, || Tully said of that same degenerate Roman, I fee! | 
ted sovereignties, | claim to have first suggested |, living or dead, for the unhappy condition in which |! that [can say now, in behalf of myself and of my be 

and to have promulged before such an idea had | the republic is involved. It was he that urged so |! friends, in relation to him who has just departed és 

ever entered the head of that Senator. | will go || imperiously through the Senate the odious Oregon || from our presence, * Tandem aliquando Quirites é 

further now, sir, and assert that his whole bill is | bill, passed eighteen months since. It was he that || L. Catilinam furentem audacia, scelus anhelantem te 

most manifestly borrowed from the bill originally | voted against the Mexican treaty, by which a ter- || pestem patria nefarie molientem vobis atque huic wi Pi 

draughted by me, and minutely described, at my | ritorial domain so invaluable was secured to the | ferrum flammamque minitaniem, ex urbe, vel ejeci- th 

‘<a instance, In the columns of certain newspapers. I}; nation. It was he who attempted, after the treaty || mus, vel emissimus, vel ipsum egredientem rerbis th 
i do not mean to say that the parts of the honorable | had become part of the supreme law of the land, | prosecuti sumus-?? I[ may well add: * Abiit—ez- os 
Senator’s bill, to which I have been so seriously || to nullify its provisions, by setting up what is || cessit—evasit—erupit !”’ ti 

objecting, were plagiarized from me; but merely || known as the Protocol in opposition to it. Itishe |; The bill was then read a first and second time to 

that all which is not actually mischievous in his || who presumes to disobey the instructions of the || by its title, when— m 

bill was substantially copied from the bill now in | Missouri Legislature, to whom he owes the Sena- | Mr. FOOTE moved that the bill be referred to si 

my hand, as it was at first framed, and as it was | torial robes which now invest his person, and all |! the Committee on the Judiciary, stating that he th 

described in the newspapers. I will rove this: || the opportunities of acquiring renown and influ-| had no doubt, from a conversation had with the a 

my bill originally proposed to pay to Texas a spe- || ence which he has enjoyed for the last thirty years. |! chairman of the Committee on the Territories, [Mr, r 

cite sum, just one-half of the sum now proposed || Itis he who has taken it upon himself to wander Doveras,] that he would assent to the proposed a 

by the Senator from Missouri, for her ownership | off some thousands of miles into the bosom of || reference. u 

of the public lands situated in the country, com- || his own State, and to inveigh, in language of |} Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, moved that the question r 

monly called New Mexico, north of a line to be || the coarsest scurrility and most envenomed abuse, || of reference be laid on the table for the preaent; " 


run in an easterly direction from the Paso del || 


Norte to the head waters of the Red river; cau- | 
tiously reserving, though, to the territory in which | 


lands was thus to be purchased the principle of 

compromise embodied in the resolutions of annex- | 
ation. This reservation, ft will be at once perceived, | 
is an arrangement which cannot be dispensed with | 
without incurring the risk of immediately multi- | 
plying the number of free States, and deeply en- | 
dangering the whole southern section of the Union. | 


against men whom he dares not meet here in de- 


| bate—whose characters, public and private, are as 


t | spotless as purity itself—and whose whole lives 
the right of property in a portion of the public || 


| 
| 
j 
| 


1 


| 


have been illustrated and adorned by the practice of 
all those virtues which bespeak the patriot, philan- 
thropist, and the christian. This, sir, is the heroic 
chieftain who, when far distant from the objects 
of his hostility, denounces them as traitors, dis- 
unionists, and villains, and threatens, on getting 
sight of them in the Senate house, to demolish 
them forever; but who, when he gets here oncé 





| which was ageed to. 

| A BILL to provide for the organization of the Territorial 
| Governments of California, Deseret, and New Mexico, 
| and to enable the people of Jacinto, with the consent of 
the State of ‘l’exas, to form a constitution and State gov- 
| ernment, and for the admission of such State into the 
| Union upon an equal footing with the original Statesin all 
| 


respects whatsoever. 
CALIFORNIA. 
| Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 





This | had resolved to offer as a new scheme of || more among us, is either mysteriously and stoically || assembled, That, from and after the passage of this 
compromise; which, with the establishment of a || silent, or, assuming a truly lamb-like meekness of || act, all that part of California embraced within 
territorial government in New 


and California, and the ultimate admission of Cal- || tonation, is seen to coo round the Senate Cham- 


; 
: 
; 
; 
MS 
; 


ifornia as a State, when freed from her present un- 
fortunate organization, | hoped might tend to settle 
the vexed question of the Wilmot proviso forever. 
1 should certainly have offered the whole bill as it | 
was first drawn up, and in the form in which I | 





had submitted it to the consideration of various || 


~— friends with whom I am in the habit of coun- 
selling upon this subject, but for certain proceed- | 
ings in several of the free States of the North, of 
which we have been recently notified, which satis- | 
fied me that I could not offer anything that at all | 
bore the characteristic features of a compromise, | 
without encoufaging our arrogant foes to fiercer 
and more extended aggressions, and bringingdown 
other and more irritating insults upon the southern 
States of the Confederacy. 

The resolutions of Vermont, now upon your 
table—the incendiary messages of the Governors 
of Pennsylvania and of Massachusetts—the trul 
demoniacal resolutions now before the New Yor 
ee extraordinary harangues made 
in this Hall since we assembled,—these and other 
facts of a kindred character satisfied me that the 
season for compromise had forever passed by; or 
that at least, if propositions of compromise were 
hereafter to be offered, they ought to emanate from | 
the North. I became satisfied that the time had 
arrived when it behooved southern Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to stand firmly and 
resolutely up in strict maintenance of our consti- 
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t 
j 
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| of the North, have stood firmly and fearlessly up 


| the enemies of our institutions north of Mason and || Mexico, by the treat 


} 


j 
} 


} 


| 





| Senator from Michigan, who sits before me, [Mr. 


ning at the intersection of the forty-second degree 
ber ‘as gently as any sucking dove.’”’ This, sir,is |} of north latitude with the shore of the Pacific 
the person who has presumed, in the very bosom || ocean; thence due east with the said parallel of 
of one of the large slave States of the Union || latitude to the one hundred and sixteenth degree 
to declaim fiercely against slavery, and to lend all || of west longitude; thence south with the said de- 
the encouragement which, as ‘a southerner and || gree of longitude until it shall strike the boundary 
slaveholder,” be had it in his power to supply to || line established between the United States and 
concluded at Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, the second day of February, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight; thence by and with the 
said boundary line to the shore of the Pacific 
Ocean; thence northerly by and with the said shore 
to the place of beginning, extending one marine 
league into the sea from the southern to the north- 
ern boundary aforesaid, and including all bays, 
harbors, and islands adjacent to the said shore, 
shall form a separate Territory, to be known and 
called the Territory of California: Provided, That 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed 
to impair the rights of persons or property now 
pertaining to the Indians in said territory, 80 long 
as such rights shall remain unextinguished by 
treaty between the United States and such Indians; 
or to affect the authority of the Government of the 
United States to make any regulation respecting 
such Indians, their lands, property, or other rights, 
by treaty, law, or otherwise, which it would have 
been competent to the Government to make if this 
act had never passed: And provided, further, Ths 
nothing in this act contained shall be construed !0 
inhibit the Government of the United States from 


exico, in Deseret, || aspect and of manner, and a soft nasality of in- | the following boundaries, that is to say: begin- 


Dixon’sline. This is the political leader who has 
scattered confusion and discord through the whole 
Democratic ranks of the North, every man of 
whom, but for him and his accursed teachings, 1 
verily believe would, under the sage and honest 
counsels constantly emanating from the honorable 


Cass,} and other highly-valued Democratic leaders 


in support of the non-intervention doctrines of the 
renowned Nicholson letter. This is the ** learned 
Theban,’’ who has not only taken it upon himself 
to proclaim, in more than one speech, now in print, 
that Congress has a right under the Constitution 
to legislate upon slavery in territories, but who has 
even gone so far as to assert that no man of sense on 
the Continent now doubled the authority of Congress 
to legislate in this manner; though he well knew 
at the time that the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun,} the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, {Mr. Cass,] the honorable Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Bernien,] and thousands and 
hundreds of thousands resident in different parts of 
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gividing said Territory into two or more Territo- 
ries, in such manner, and at such times, as Con- 





| 


oress shall deem convenient and aot or from | 
err 


rtion of said 


e hi an 
attaching any erritory of the United States. 


other State or 


ltory to any 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the exec- | 


wer in and over said Territory of Califor- 
Oe hal be vested in a Governor, who shall reside 


in the Territory, and hold his office during four | 
ears, unless sooner removed hoe President of | 


the United States, or unless said Territory of Cali- 
fornia shall before that time have been admitted 
into the Union; he shall be commander-in-chief of 
the militia of said Territory; shall have power to 
appoint and commission all officers, civil and mili- 
tary, required by law to be appointed for said Ter- 
ritory, Whose appointments are not otherwise pro- 
vided for by law; shall take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed; shall have power to grant par- 
dons for offences against the said Territory, and 
reprieves for those against the United States, until 
the decision of the President thereon shall have 
been made known; shall, on extraordinary occa- 
sions, have power to convene the General Assem- 
bly; and he shall, ex officio, be superintendent of 
Indian affairs. The said Governor shall be allowed 
and paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of the 
United States the annual compensation o 

dollars. t 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall 
bea Secretary of the Territory of California, whose 
commission shall continue in force for four years, 
or until the said Territory shall have been admit- 
ted into the Union, unless sooner revoked by the 
President of the United States; he shall reside in 
the said Territory, and it shall be his duty, under 
the direction of the Governor, to record and pre- 
serve all the proceedings and papers of the execu- 
tive, and all the acts of the General Assembly, and 
to transmit authentic copies of the same, every six 
months, to the President of the United States; he 
shall aid the Governor, as may be necessary, in 
the execution of his official duties; and, in case of 
avacancy in the office of Governor, the duties and 
responsibilities of that office shall devolve upon 
and continue to be executed by the said Secretary, 
until a Governor shall have been appointed and be 
ready to enter upon his duties, or until the said 
Territory of California shall have been admitted 
into the Union. The said Secretary shall be al- 
lowed, and paid quarter-yearly at the treasury of 
the United States, the annual compensation of 

dollars. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative power of the Territory of California shall be 
vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist 
of the Governor, a Legislative Council, and a 
House of Representatives. The General Assem- 
bly shall have power to make laws in all cases, 
both civil and criminal, for the good government 
of the people of the said Territory, not repugnant 
to Nor inconsistent with the constitution and laws 


enna 





| 
| 


of the United States, and shall have flower to es- | 


tablish inferior courts, and to prescribe their juris- 
diction and duties; they shall provide for the ap- 
pointment of the judges and other officers of the 


said courts; and for the appointment and for defin- | 


ing the powers and duties of justices of the peace 
and other civil officers in and for the said Territo- 
ry, and shall regulate and fix the fees of office, and 
ascertain and provide, by levying and collecting 
an internal revenue in said Territory, for the pay- 
ment of the same, and of all other services ren- 
dered to the said ‘Territory, under the authority 
and for the support of the territorial government 
thereof. That every bill that may be passed by a 
majority in the House of Representatives,-and by 
& majority in the legislative council, shall be re- 
ferred to the governor for his consideration within 
the period of ten days, and if he approve he shall 
sign it and notify the legislature thereof; but no 
bill or legislative act whatever shall become a law, 
or be of any force, without his approbation. 

Src. 5. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative council of the Territory of California shall 
consist of nine members, to continue in office five 
years, unless sooner removed by the governor of 
this Territory—any five of whom shall be a quo- 
rum, and they shall be nominated and appointed 
in the following manner: As soon as t ye 
Sentatives salt have been elected, they shall be 
convened by the governor as hereinafter prescribed, 
and when organized,shall nominate to the gover- 
nor eighteen persons, who shal! have attained the 


'| this Territory, the office of justice of the peace ex- 
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age of twenty-five fr who shall have been 
residents in the said Territory for one year pre- 
ceding their nomination, and who shall at the time | 
hold no office of profit under the United States, or 





| 
i} 


cepted, and each of whom shall have been a house- 
holder and a resident of said Territory for twelve | 
months previous; from which eighteen persons the | 
governor shall appoint and commission nine, to | 
serve as members of the legislative council of the | 
Territory of California. And four months before i 
the expiration of their term of service, or whenever || 
a vacancy may occur in the legislative council, by || 
resignation, death, or removal from office, the || 
house of representatives of this Territory shall || 
nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid, for | 
each vacancy or place to become vacant after the 
expiration of their regular term of service, from 
whom the governor shall appoint and commission 
a sufficient number to complete and preserve the || 
number of nine members of the legislative council. | 
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in order | 
to form the house of representatives of the Terri- 
tory of California in the first instance, the govern- | 
or of this Territory shall issue a proclamation | 
calling upon all the male citizens of this Territory, 
above the age of twenty-one years, who shall have | 
made their election under the eighth article of the | 
treaty aforesaid, to remain citizens of the United | 
States, and upon such white male citizens of the 
United States, above the age of twenty-one years, | 
as shall have resided six months within the said 
Territory, and shall have expressed their bona fide || 
intention to remain citizens thereof, to meet in pri- | 
mary as: 2mbly on the first Monday in ] 
next, at such points and places, and in such dis- 
tricts as the governor may deem most convenient || 
to the people residing within the boundaries of this || 
Territory; and the governor shall appoint three || 
discreet and competent persons, to be designated 
in his proclamation, to preside at the meetings to 
be held at each of the points or places, and on the 
day aforesaid, to be bound by an oath faithfully to 
perform their duties as judges of the qualifications 
of the citizens aforesaid, and as judges of election; 
and the said citizens so assembled and qualified, 
shall vote by ballot for such number of Janne 
to be assigned to the respective places or districts 
in proportion to the ascertained or probable num- || 
ber of voters in each, as near as can be aseertained || 





| 








by the governor, so that the whole number elected | 
shall not exceed twenty-five; and such delegates || 
when duly elected and notified by the judges of | 
election, shall assemble at the Guilin day practi- || 
cable, to be appointed by the governor, and at such | 
place as the governor, by his proclamation, shall | 
appoint, and shall proceed to organize the house | 
of representatives of the Territory of California by | 
the election of a speaker and clerk, and such other | 
officers as may be proper, and shall determiné the 
rules of proceeding of that body. They shall then 

proceed to nominate eighteen competent and ‘qual: 
ified persons, as required in the preceding section, | 
from whom the governor shall appoint the legisla- 

tive council; wad when the general assembly shall 

have been thus completed, they shall proceed by 

law to divide the Territory of California within 

the boundaries established by this act into a con- | 
venient number of counties; shall provide for as- | 


county; shall fix the number and apportion the 
representatives to the several counties according to | 
the number of voters in each; and shall establish | 
regulations to secure the purity of elections, and 
the accuracy of the returns thereof to the governor | 
of the Territory. The representatives first elected | 
as aforesaid, shall continue in office for one year 
from the day on which their election was held. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That after the | 
first election, as provided for in the preceding sec- 
tion, the house of representatives of the Territory | 
of California shall be composed of members elected | 
to serve for two years, according to such apportion- | 
ment of representatives to population as the gener- 
al assembly shall determine to be right; and no | 
person shall be eligible or qualified to be represent- 
ative who shall not have attained the age of 
twenty-one years, and who shall not have resided 
in this Territory at least one year next preceding 
the day,of election, and who shall not be a house- | 
holder: within the county in which he may be | 
elected; and no person holding an office under the 
United States, or any office of profit under the 


Territory, except that of justice of the peace, shall || General Assembly 


certaining the number of qualified voters in each | 
| 
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be a representative. In case of vacancy, by death, 
resignation, removal, or otherwise, of a represent- 
ative, the governor shall issue a writ to the coun- 
ty, in which a vacancy may be, as aforesaid, to 
elect another person to serve the residue of the 
term. 

Sec. 8. 4nd be it further enacted, That the first 
general assembly of the Territory of California 
shall be convened in the town of San Francisco, 
and thereafter it shall meet annually on the first 
Monday in December, unless a different day may 
be appointed by law, or it may be convened by the 
governor on any extraordinary occasion at such 
place as may be fixed upon by law. The legisla- 
tive council and house of representatives, when 
assembled, shall each choose a speaker and its 


| other officers, and determine the rules of its pro- 
|, ceedings. Each house shall siton its own adjourn- 
|| ment from day to day. Neither house shall, during 


the session, without consent of the other, adjourn 
for more than three days, nor to any other place 
than where the two houses shall be sitting. The 
members of the general assembly shall in all cases, 
onerts treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be 
privileged from @rrest during their attendance at 
their respective houses, and in going to, and return- 
ing from the same; and for any speech or debate 
in either house they shall not be questioned in any 
other place. s 

Sec. 9. Ind be it further enacted, That all and 
every free white male citizen of the Territory of 
California, above the age of twenty-one years, who 
may have elected, under the eighth article of the 
treaty between the United States and Mexico, of 
the 2d of February, 1848, to remain or become cit- 


|| izens of the United States,and all free white male 


citizens of the United States who may have resi- 


| ded in said Territory for twelve months, and who 


shall have paid a territorial or county tax, assessed 
at least six months previous thereto, shall be enti- 
tled to vote for representatives to the general assem- 
bly of this Territory ; shall be eligible to, and capa- 
ble of holding, any office of honor, trust, or profit, 
in the said Territory, under the United States, or 


|| under the said Territory, and shall be entitled to 


vote for a delegate to the Congress of the United 
States, during the temporary government provided 


| for this Territory by this act. 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the ju- 
dicial power in the Territory of California shall 
be vested in a superior court, and in inferior courts, 
and justices of the peace. The judges of the su- 
perior and inferior courts, and justices of the 
peace, shall be appointed by the Governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative 
Council, and shall hold their offices for the term of 
four years, unless sooner removed by the Gov- 
ernor; the superior court shall consist of three 
judges, who shall reside in the said Territory, any 
two of whom shall constitutea court. The said 
Territory shall be divided into three judicial cir- 
cuits, in each of which there shall be two terms of 
a circuit court held in each year, each of which 
terms shall be held by one of the three judges of 
the superior court, at such times and places within 
each circuit as may be determined upon by the 
General Assembly for the general convenience of 
the people; and there shall be one annual term of 
the superior court held at the seat of government 
of the Territory, at such time as the general as- 
sembly shall prescribe. The inferior or circuit 
courts shall have the ordinary and common law 
jurisdiction, and the superior court shall have ju- 
risdiction in all criminal cases, and exclusive juris- 
diction in all those that are capital, and original 
and appellate jurisdiction in all civil cases of the 
value of at least one hundred dollars. The ses- 
sions of the superior and inferior courts shall con- 
tinue until all the business depending shall be dis- 
posed of, or for such time as may be prescribed by 
the general assembly. The superior and inferior 
courts shall, respectively, appoint their clerks, 
sheriffs, and other necessary officers, who shall be 
commissioned by the Governor, and shall hold 
their offices during the temporary government of 
the said Territory, unless sooner removed by the 
court. All free white male citizens having the 
qualifications of electors, ag uired by the tenth 
section of this act, and are not disqualified by any 
legal proceeding, and are ased of the quali- 
fications known to the common law, shall be quali- 
fied to serve as grand or petit jurors in the couris 
of the said Territory; and they shall, until the 
f shall otherwise direct, 
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be selected in such a manner as the said courts 
shall respectively prescribe, so as to be most con- 
ducive to an impartial trial, and least burdensome 


to the inhabitants of the said Territory. The | 


compensation to the judges, and the compensation 
and fees of the other officers and persons employed 
in the service of the courts and in the administra- 
of justice, shall be fixed by the general assembly, 
ol paid out of the revenue to be provided by the 
general assembly from the said Territory, for de- 
fraying the expenses of ita government. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enactéd, That the said 
Territory of California, as established by this act, 
shall constitute one judicial district of the United 
States, to be known as the district of California, 
and a district court shall be established and held 
therein, to consist of one judge, who shall reside in 
the said district and be called a district judge. He 
shall hold, at the seat of government of said Terri- 
tory, three sessions of the said district court annu- 
ally, the first to commence on the first Monday in 
the month next succeeding the establishment of 


the court, and the other sessions progressively, on | 
the first Monday in every fourth calendar month 
thereafter. He shall in all thing#have and exer- 


cise the same jurisdiction and powers which were 


cial courts of the United States,¥ and an act enti- 


tled An act in addition to the act entitled ‘An || 
act to establish the judicial courts of the United | 
States,’’’ approved the 2d day of March, 1793, | 
and the acts supplementary thereto, and all other | 


jurisdiction and power which have been or ma 
be, by law, vested in and exercised b 
courts of the United States. The sai 


of holding the same, and shall receive, for the ser- 
vices performed by him, the same fees to which 


the clerk of the Kentucky district, or the clerks of | 


the district courts of the United States, are by law 


entitled for similar services; and the said judge contracts, shall be made. 


shall be allowed and paid quarter-yearly, at the 
Treasury of the United States, the annual com- 
pensation of dollars. 

Sec. 12. 4nd be it further enacted, That there 
shall be appointed in the said district of California 


a person learned in the law, to act as attorney for | 


the United States, who shall, in addition to his 
stated fees, be paid, at the Treasury ofthe United 
States, two hundred dollars annually, as a full 
compensation for all extra services. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That a mar- 
shal shall be appointed for the said district of Cal- 
ifornia, who shall perform the same duties, be 
subject to the same regulations and penalties, and 
be entitled to the same fees, as are provided for, 
and prescribed to, marshals in other districts of 
the United States; and shall, moreover, be entitled 
to the sum of two hundred dollars, annually, as a 
compensation for all extra services, to be paid at 
the Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the gov- 
ernor, secretary, district judge, district attorney, 
and marshal for the said district of California, shall 
be appointed by the President of the United States, 
in the same manner and upon the same tenure of 
office as such officers are now appointed under the 
laws of the United States; and that the governor, 
secretary, district judge, district attorney, and mar- 
shal, and all other officers of the Territory, civil, 
military, and judicial, as well as the members of 
the legislative council, and the members of the 
house of representatives of the Territory of Cali- 


their respective offices, take an oath or affirmation 
to support the Constitution of the United States, 
and to discharge with fidelity the duties of their 
respective offices: the said oaths or affirmations to 
be taken before the governor, district judge, a 


judge of the superior or inferior courts, or a justice | 
of the peace, and to be placed upon the judicial | 


records of the Territory. 


Sec. 15. “nd be it further enacted, That at the 
first election of representatives to the general as- 


sembly of the Territory of California, under this | 
act, the qualified electors according to this act | 
shall vote for and elect a competent and duly qual- | 


ified person as a delegate from the said Territo 
to the Congress of thé United States, who shall 
ossess the same powers, enjoy the same privi- 
eges, and receive the same compensation as has 
been granted and secured by law to the delegate to 








the district | 
judge shall | 
appoint a clerk for the said district, who shall re- | 
side and keep the records of the court at the place | 








|| in the bona fide purchasers. 
| imposed on 


| be taxed higher than those of residents. 
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| the Congress of the United States from the Terri- 
|| tory of Oregon. 


ec. 16. And be it further enacted, That all the 
ports, harbors, shores, and waters of the Territory 
of California, as described in this act, be divided 
into and shall constitute two collection districts, 


| and two ports of entry; and such ports of delivery, 


not exceeding four, as may be considered neces- 
sary by the President of the United States, shall 
be established at such places as may be deemed 
most advantageous to the public interest and con- 
venience; and two collectors of the customs, and 


such surveyors of the customs, not oa four, | 


as may be necessary, shall be appointed by the 
President as other officers of the customs are ap- 
pointed under the law. The compensation to 
each of the collectors to be derived from the fees 
allowed by law shall not exceed the sum of 
dollars per annum; and that to each of the survey- 
ors shall not exceed the sum of dollars per 
annum. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the peo- 
ple of the said Territory of California shall al- 
ways be entitled to a proportionate representation 
in the general assembly; to judicial proceedings 


\| according to the common law, and the laws and 
by law given to the judge of the Kentucky district, | 


by the act entitled An act to establish the judi- | 


usages in force in the said Territory, not incom- 


patible with the Constitution of the United States; | 
In all | 


to the benefit of the writ of habeas corpus. 
criminal cases the trial shall be by a jury of good 
and lawful men of the vicinage. All persons shall 
be bailable, unless for capital offences, where the 


| proof shall be evident or the presumption great. 
y || All fines shall be moderate, and no cruel or unusual | 
No person shall be | 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, but bY the | 
and. 
If the public exigenciés make it necessary, for the | 


punishment shall be inflicted. 
judgment of his peers, and the law of the 
common preservation, to take the property of any 
person, or to demand his particular services, full 
compensation shall be made for the same. No 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of 


which shall lay any person under restraint, burden, 


| or disability, on account of his religious opinions, 
| professions, or mode of worship; in all of which 


he shall be free to maintain his own, and not bur- 
dened for those of another. Religion, morality, 
and knowledge being necessary to good govern- 
ment and the happiness of mankind, schools and 
the means of education shall be encouraged and 
provided for from the public lands of the United 
States in the said Territory of California, in such 
manner as Congress may deem expedient. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the gen- 
eral assembly of the Territory of California shall 


| never interfere with the primary disposal of the 
|| public lands, or soil, by the United States in Con- 


gress assembled, nor with any regulation Congress 
may find necessary to make for securing the title 
No tax shall ever be 
ands the property of the United States. 
The lands of non-resident proprietors shall never 
The 
navigable waters within the boundaries of the said 


Territory, and the carrying places between the | 
same, shall be common highways, and forever free | 


to the people of the said Territory, and to the citi- 


DESERET. 
Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That from 


and after the passage of this act, all that part of 


, | California embraced within the following bounda- 
fornia, shall, before they enter upon the duties of || Ties, that is to say: beginning at the point on the 


forty-second degree of north latitude, or the north- 


| ern boundary of California, where it is intersected 


by the one hundred and sixteenth degree of west 
longitude; thence due east, with the said northern 


boundary of California, until it shall strike the | 


northern point of the eastern boundary of Califor- 
nia as it has heretofore existed; thence south, b 


\| and with the said eastern boundary line, until it 


shall arrive at the northern point of the western 
boundary line of New Mexico; thence south- 
wardly, by and with the said western boundar 

line of New Mexico, until it shall strike the bound- 


No law shall be made | 














f the United States, without any toll, tax, | 
duty, or impost therefor. 
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thence north, by and with the said degree a 
longitude, to the point of beginning; Shall foe 
separate Territory, to be known and Called the 
Territory of Deseret: Provided, That nothino ic 
this act contained shall be construed to impair the 
rights of persons or property NOW pertaining to 
the Indians in said Territory, so long as ch 
rights shall remain unextinguished b treaty be 
tween the United States and such “dom or a 
affect the authority of the Government of the States 
to make any regulation respecting such Indians 
their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, 
law, or otherwise, which it would have been com, 
petent to the Governfnent to make if this act haq 
never passed: nd provided, further, That nothine 
in this act contained shall be construed to inhibit 
the Government of the United States from dividine 
said Territory into two or more. Territories, in such 
manner, and at such times, as Congress shall deem 
convenient and proper; or from attaching any por. 
tion of said Territory to any other State or Ter;;. 
tory of the United States. 

[Here follow the same provisions relative to 
Deseret, as those relative to California, from sec. 
tion 2 to 18, inclusive, except section 16, which ap. 
plies only to California. ] 


NEW MEXICO. 

Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the passage of this act, all that part of 
the territory of the United States called New 
Mexico, acquired by the treaty of peace, friend- 
ship, limits, and settlement, between the United 
States of America and the Mexican Republic, con- 
cluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the second of 
February, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, and 
not included within the boundaries of the State 
of Texas, as laid down in the act of the Republic 
of ‘Texas of the year 1836, entitled an * Act to 
define the boundaries of the Republic of Texas,” 
shall be organized into and constitute a temporary 
government, by the name of the Territory of New 
Mexico: Provided, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to impair the rights of 
persons or property now pertaining to the Indians 
in said Territory, so long as such rights shall re- 
main unextinguished by treaty between the Uni- 
ted States and such Indians: or to affect the au- 
thority of the Government of the United States, 
to make any regulation respecting such Indians, 
their lands, property, or other rights, by treaty, 
law, or otherwise, which it would have been com- 
petent to the Government to make if this act had 
never passed : .4nd provided, further, That nothing 
in this act contained shall be construed to in- 
hibit the Government of the United States from 
dividing said Territory into two or more Territo- 
ries, in such manner, and at such times, as Con- 
gress shall deem convenient and proper; or from 
attaching any portion of said Territory to any 
other State or Territory of the United States. 

(Here follow the same provisions relative to New 
Mexico, as fiose relative to California, from sec- 
tion 2 to 18, inclusive, except section 16, which 





'| applies only to California. } 


Sec. 53. And be it further enacted, That the con- 
stitution and laws of the United States are hereby 
extended over, and declared to be in full force in 
the said Territories of California, Deseret, and 
New Mexico, so far as the same, or any provision 
or part thereof, may be applicable to the said Ter- 
ritories respectively. 

JACINTO. 


Sec. 54. And be it further enacted, That with the 
consent of the State of Texas, first had and ob- 
tained, the people of that portion of said State of 
Texas, included within the boundaries hereinafter 
designated, be and they are hereby authorized to 
form for themselves a constitution and State govern- 
ment; and the said State, when so formed, provided 
that its constitution be republican in character, 
and not repugnant to the Constitution of the United 
States, shall be admitted into the Union upon an 
equal footing with the original States, in all respec!s 
habeus said new'State to be designated as the 
State of Jacinto, or by such other name as the 
people thereof shall select for themselves. : 

Sec. 55. And be it enacted, That the said 


ary line established between the United States and || State of Jacinto shail consist of all the territory 
Mexico, by the tréaty concluded at Guadalupe || embraced in the following boundaries, to wit: be- 


Hidalgo, the second day of February, 1848; thence 


’ | ginning at the mouth of the Brasos river, and in 
westwardly, by and with the said last men- || the middle thereof, and runni 


by and with the 


tioned boundary line, to its intersection by the one || middle thereof to the point of intersection of the 
hundréd and sixteenth degree of west longitude; |) northern boundary line of the State of Texas, 08 








1850. 


jaid down in act of the Rapala of Texas, enti- 
tled “An act to define the boundaries of the Re- 
public of Texas,” passed in the year 1836; thence 
by and with said boundary line to the point of its 
intersection with the western boundary of the State 
of Arkansas; thence south by and with said west- 
ern boundary to the northern point of the west- 
en boundary of the State of Louisiana; thence 
south by and with the western boundary of Lou- 
isiana, to the mouth of the Sabine river; thence by 
and with the shore of the Gulf of Mexico to the 
int of beginning, at the middle of the mouth of 
the Brasos river, including any islands adjacent 
and opposite to that part of the coast belonging 
to this State. 

Sec. 56. And be it further enacted, That if the 

State of Texas, through the government there- 
of, shall consent to the formation of a new State, 
as described in the preceding section, within the 
general boundaries of said State, and shall express 
such consent by an act or resolution of her legisla- 
ture, the free white male citizens of the United 
States who shall have arrived at the age of twenty- 
one years, and shall have resided in the aforesaid 
part of Texas three months previous to the day of 
election, and all other persons qualified to vote for 
members of the legislature of Texas, shall be, and 
they are hereby, qualified and authorized to vote 
and choose representatives to form a convention, 
who shall be apportioned among the several coun- 
ties included within the limits of the proposed State, 
according to the number of people in each county, 
so that the whole number of representatives to be 
chosen shall not exceed the number of members of 
both branches of the legislature heretofore elected 
from that part of Texas, as described in the fifty- 
fifth section of this act; the election in each county 
shall be held at the place where the election for 
representatives shall have been last held, and by 
the same persons that may have held them at the 
last election for representatives in the legislature, or 
such other persons as the, people of each county 
assembled in meeting shall appoint. And the elec- 
tion for representatives to the said convention shall 
be held on the first Monday and two succeeding 
days of next, throughout the several 
counties in the said part of Texas, and the electors 
who may be qualified according to this section 
shail then proceed by ballot to elect the number of 
representatives assigned to thecounty in which the 
shall reside. And the representatives duly elected, 
and having each a certificate of election from the 
judges of election, shall assemble in convention at 
the town of , on the first Monday in . 
and after organizing such convention, the same 
shall have power and authority to adjourn to any 
other place in the said Territory, described in the 
fifty-fifth section of this act, which to them may 
seem best for the convenient transaction of their 
business ; and the said convention, when so organ- 
ized and assembled, shall first determine, by a ma- 
jority of the whole number elected, whether it be or 
be not expedient at that time to form a separate con- 
stitution and State government for the people within 
the boundaries designated in the fifty-fifth section 
of this act; and if it be deemed expedient to do so, 
the convention shall be, and hereby is, authorized 
to form a constitution and State government for 
the people within the said boundaries, and to de- 
scribe such boundaries in said constitution: Pro- 
vided, That the same, when formed, shall be re- 
publican, and not repugnant to the Constitution of 
the United States, and that the right of property in 
the lands owned by the State of Texas, as it now 
exists, within the boundaries of the State of Jacinto 
as provided for in this act, and any conflicting 
claims arising thereon, shall be arranged and set- 
tled upon principles to be agreed.upon between the 
governments of the said States of Texas and Ja- 
cinto. 

Sec. 57. And be it further enacted, That in case a 
constitution and State government shall be formed 
for the people of the Territory of Jacinto, de- 
scribed im the fifty-fifth section, of this act, the. 
said convention of representatives, as soon there-. 
after as may be, shall cause a true copy of the said 
constitution, or frame of State government, as shall 
be formed or provided, attested by the members of 
said convention, to be transmitted by a special and 
trustworthy messenger to the President of the 
United States, upon the receipt whereof the Presi- 
dent, by proclamation, shall announce the facts. 
whereupon, and without any further proceeding on. 
the part of Congresy, the admission of the. said, 
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State of Jacinto into this Union shall be considered 
as complete. 

Sec. 58. And be it further enacted, That until the 
next general census shall be teken after the holding 
of said convention, the said State of Jacinto, when 
so admitted into = oe ae entitled to one 
representative in the House of Representatives of 
the United States. , 

The bil having been read by its title— 

Mr. FOOTE. I had an understanding with the 
Senator from I!linois [Mr. Dovetas] that the res- 
olutions I introduced some time since, except that 
portion referring to the State government for which 
this bill provides, should be referred to his Com- 
mittee on the Territories. I think it necessary, 
under the circumstances, and I am sure if the Sen- 
ator was here he would concur in the propriety of 
such a disposition of it, that it should go to no 
committee except that on the Judiciary. I there- 
fore move its reference there. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I move to lay the ques- 
tion of reference on the table for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE DELIVERY OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


Mr. BU'TLER. [ask leave te report, from the 
Judiciary Committee, the bill to provide for the 
more effectual execution of the third clause of the 
second section of the fourth article of the Consti- | 
tution of the United States with certain amend- 
ments, and I ask that the bill, and the report which 
accompanies it, be printed. While up, I will take 
the liberty of saying that this is a bill of some im- 
portance, and that, although it does not exactly ac- 
cord with all my views on the subject, yet, as the 
organ of the committee, I have prepared it, and 
now present it to the Senate. In requiring, as 
this bill does, the federal agents to carry out this 
clause of the Constitution and the act of 1791, in 
favor of masters recovering their fugitive slaves, I 
by no means abandon the position which I shall 
always contend for, that it was and is the duty of 
the States themselves to provide by positive legis- | 
lation for the same object. I ask that the bill may 
be made the special order of the day for Wednes- 


a next. 
he motion was agreed to. 


Mr. DOWNS. Dol understand the Senator as 
adopting the original report? 

r. BUTLER. The original report is adopted, 
with some additions. 

Mr. DOWNS then moved the printing of 10,000 
additional copies of the report. 

The motion to print was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

On the motion of Mr. BUTLER, the bills in- 
troduced by the Senators from Missouri and Mis- 
sissippi were ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, and after some time spent therein, the doors 
were re-opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, January 17, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


Mr. PECK rose and remarked that he had | 
been reported in all the morning papers as having 
voted, for Mr. E. B, Robinson of thiscity. Such 
was not the case. The gentleman voted for by 
him was named Henry Robinson. 

Mr. SCHENCK remarked that the gentleman 
he putin nomination yesterday, Mr. Tufts, was 
from the State of Indiana, and not Ohio, as stated 
by him on that occasion. 

Mr. Mc WILLIE, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, to print the maps accompanying the report 
of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, and to 
ascertain the cost of the same, reported that the 


expense of the printing would be $1,530. The re- 
port was accompani 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to 
contract for the printing of the maps accompanying the re- 
port of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, delineating, 
the progress of the work during the year 1849. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ing, to which, was recommitted a resolution pro- | 


by the following resolution: 
















of said committee proposing to print 10,00€ copies 
of the report froin the essary Dupunment of 
the statistics of commerce and navigation, with 
instruction to inquire into the cost of the printing, 
and cost. of the half binding the same, sta 
that the cost of the printing would be $1,147, and 
of the binding $500. The report was accompanied 
by the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies of the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on commerce and navigation be 
printed, and that the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to contract for the binding of the same in half moreece 
binding. 

The report having been read— 

Mr. MeWILLIE said, he woul state, that he 
had brought into the House specimens of the 
binding which had been presented to the commit- 
tee.’ The one which he held in his hand was that 
which had been adopted and recommended by the 
committee. It would not cost more than twelve 

cents a volume; and the whole amount would be 
| five hundred and forty dollars. The work might 
| be done for less; the two copies which he now 
| held in his hand cost ten cents per volume, which 
| would make an*aggregate of one sixth less than 
he had named. The committee thought, however, 
that if it was worth doing the binding at all, it 
was worth doing it well. And they recommended 
the adoption of the half morocco binding. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said that the hon- 
orable gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Mc Win- 
| Le] had presented to the House several specimens 
of binding; had held them up to view, in order 
that they might be seen by every one; and had 
explained the style of execution, and announced 
| the cost of each particular sample. There was 
one matter, however, of far greater importance, 
which that gentleman had not touched upon at all, 
and concerning which it was highly desirable that 
the House should have early and accurate inform- 
ation; and that was, with regard to the manner 
| and style of printing this and the other documents 

of the House, and the quality of the paper that 
| was to be used for that purpose. This wasa sub- 
| ject upon which he (Mr. E.) could not and would 
‘not forbear comment. The wretched execution of 
| the public printing was an abuse crying loudly for 
| remedy. ‘The paper was of the most inferior de- 
scription, being such as was used in the grocer’s 
| shops for ordinary wrapping, full of blurs, blem- 
| ishes, and impurities; and the type and press- 

work was what we might expect from the pa- 





|| per. He would ask the gentleman from Mis- 


sissippi if he had ever examined the Legislative 
printing of the States? If he had not done so, 
he would commend it to that gentleman’s special 
attention. Let him look at the printing of Vir- 
ginia, of South Carolina, above ali, at that of New 
| York and Massachusetts, and compare it with 
| that done by order of Congress, and mark the 
| immeasurable inferiority of the latter. He (Mr. 
E.) had only yesterday been looking at the doc- 
| uments printed by order of the State of Massa- 
| chusetts, at an expense, as he understood, little, 
if any, exceeding that paid by Congress, and they 
were in every respect immeasurably superior ; su- 
perior in paper, in type, in press-work, and in the 
binding; and it was a disgrace to Congress and to 
the country to put forth documents embodying 
material of the most important character—mate- 
rial for the most part indispensable to the future 
history of the country—in a style so wretched 
that it was far surpassed in excellence by the very 
earliest efforts of the art. The documents printed 
| by order of Congress were really unworthy pres- 
| ervation, on account of their abominable execu- 
tion; and if they were worth preserving, they 
could not be. kept from falling to pieces in a very 





\| few years. Let gentlemen examine the reports print- 


ed by order of the English House of Commons, 
now on the shelves of the Library, and which had 
been presented by the English Government to ours, 
and then. blush for those which we were compelled 
| to offer in return. ‘There was no room for com- 
parison. between them; the one all excellence, 
| the other of the meanest description; and yet he 
believed the difference by way of cost was but 
trifling, and unworthy consideration. _ 
Mr. Speaker, (continued Mr. E.,) it does not 
become a great prosperous nation, interested 





The question was put on the resolution, and it | in preserving the records of its greatness, and ite. 


wee Me WILLIE also, from. the | 
r. C2 so, ‘rom t same com- | f ; 
mittee, to which was recommitted the resolution || imperishable. form, to submit any longer to the. 


rosperity, and in imparting to the people the full- 
rat degree ofinfegmation in the most durable-and 
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esr + style of public printing. Sir, it ought to || find a sufficiently specific statement of commerce 


and it must be reformed, and that at the earliest 
period, and I for one have determined to move in 
it, and to lend my efforts to its improvement. 


style in which they were willing to execute it for 
the price named; and he was in favor of compellin 


past contracts, and of seqneene a far superior 
quality of paper and work for the future. Me: 

to dock the printer a few dollars, because, in the 
opinion of the committee, the work did not come 
up to the requirements of the contract, was in his 
opinion no renf@dy at all; it saved a few dollars, 
but it left the printing in any style of wretched- 
nese almost that the printer might choose. This 
was not at all what we sought for; what he wanted 
was work of excellent quality, on good, firm, clear, 
white paper, the whole to be well and substan- 
tially bound for preservation; such documents, in 


short, as at least equaled in execution those of the | 


State Legislatures, and such as we would not be 
ashamed to offer to foreign governments in ex- 
change for those which they were ‘in the habit of 
sending te us. 

If some reform were not effected in the public 
printing, he pledged himself to bring in a resolu- 
tion which should compel its proper execution. 
He, for one, was tired peeolink out public docu- 


ments which, so far as mechanical execution was || 


concerned, were a disgrace to the country. 


Whether the committee had yet received any proof 


sheets of the style in which the report of the Sec- | 
reasury on commerce and naviga- | 
tion was to be executed, or any proofs of the style | 


retary of the 


and manner of any of the public documents? 
Mr. Mc WILLIE said that the proposition which 


the committee had received was under the rates of | 
the general contract for the printing of the House. | 


As yet, the committee had had no specimens how 
the work was to be done; but when it was brought 


in, the committee and the House could see whether | 


it was well done or not. 

Mr. EVANS desired to ask the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Mc Wixtie) another question: 
Had not the committee samples of the style in 


which the public printing was to be executed, and | 


were they not empowered to see that the work 
was equal to the sample? 


Mr. McWILLIE said that the samples were | 


under the general contract made by the Clerk and 
the Speaker, as he (Mr. McW.) understood, be- 
fore the adjournment of the last Congress. The 
committee would see that the work was done ac- 
cording to contract. 

Mr. McCLERNAND aaid he believed it had 
been proposed by the Committee on Printing, that 
ten thousand extra copies of this report should 
be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, was making 


a remark or inquiry in another part of the House | 


whilst Mr. McCLernanp was speaking. 

Mr. McCLERNAND claimed the floor. 

The SPEAKER stated to Mr. Tuompson that 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCrernanp} 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON took his seat. 


Mr. McCLERNAND proceeded with his re- | 
He said (addressing the Chair) that he | 


marks. ; 
understood that the committee proposed that ten 


thousand extra copies of this report should be | 


rinted. 


The SPEAKER said that such was the number. | 


Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether the 
number reported by the Committee on Printing 
was the usual number ? 

Mr. Me WILLIE said he did not know certain- 
ly, but believed it was. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND was unwilling to say that 
he would not vote for an extra number of the 
document, say 5,000, but he was decidedly op- 
posed to the large number proposed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing. The report on commerce and 
navigation was, probably, a valuable document; 
but, as a source of practical information, it was 
valuable chiefly in the hands of navigators, mer- 
chants, and boards of trade. 
ment es the mags of the people would neither have 
leisure nor taste to trace into its arithmetic details. 
They would rather refer to the annual report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, whete they would 


rely || 





and navigation, and of the amounts of our exports 


| and imports. There would be found a summary 


|, statement equally reliable, and certainly more easy 
~As he understood the law, the printers were 


beund to furnish samples of the work, and the | 


| of comprehension. The number he had pro- 





before the committee had anything to do with the 
matter. 

The proper way for the gentleman from Mary. 
land to come at the matter was, if the committee 
did not sufficiently curtail or disallow, to enforce a 


| posed, 5,000, with the number already ordered for || curtailment upon each inferior or bad job. The 


| the use of the House,would afford a sufficient num- || committee could not buy the paper 


, || ber to satisfy any useful demand of the country. 
an execution in. accordance with the sample for all 


| It was true that a sort of fictitious consequence 
| had been given to this document. A Senator had 
lately moved the printing of some 10,000 or 15,000 


ment by him of its great merits, and that indorse- 


the peculiar patrons of commerce and internal im- 
provements; “but who have furnished: quite as 
| strong evidence that they favor these objects as 
| much for the advancement of political and partisan 
| schemes as for the advancement and development 
| of the interests of the country. 

There was another reason upon which Mr. McC. 
| opposed the report of the committee: it was this, 
| that under the contract system the cost of public 


| ae was almost a waste of public money. The 


istory of public printing was instructive uponthe 
point of economy in that connection. Upon the 
| removal of the Government from Philadelphia to 
| Washington, Mr. Duane was elected public printer. 
| The system established by that election continued 
until about 1817, when it was substituted by the 


_ || contract system, which continued until 1819, when 
He now desired to ask the gentleman from Mis- | 


sissippi [Mr. Mc Witite] a question. It was this: || 


| it was rejected, repudiated as defective and un- 
worthy. In 1819 the prior system was restored in 
the election of Gales & Seaton, which was continued 
until about 1844, when, at the instance of an ex- 


a law was passed requiring President Tyler to let 
| the printing of the Executive by contract, This 
| movement originated, probably, in personal hos- 
tility to President Tyler. ' In 1846 the contract 
system was renewed, applying also to the printing 
of Congress, since which time it has been in op- 
| eration. And what of its operation? It is unde- 
niable that our printing has been wretchedly exe- 
wuld ieaclaaat executed in manner and in re- 
gard to time. It often came too late for public use; 
and when it came, it came upon inferior paper and 
| in inferior style. This had been predicted by 
skillful men in the first place, and it was now pre- 
|| dicted that the public printing executed under this 
|| system would have to be renewed in the course of 
| afew years. The ink would spread and the im- 
pression fade and a reprint must be ordered. It 
probably would be economy to abolish the system 
at once—even at the expense of some $5,000, 
$10,000, or $15,000, paid as an indemnity. 
| For the double reason, therefore, that the num- 
| ber of the document proposed to be printed by the 
| committee is unnecessarily large, and that it would 





| be a waste of public money to print so large a 
|| number under the contract system, he should vote 
|| for a reduction of the number. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, remarked that, 


as to the importance of this particular document, he 


importance to the commerce and navigating inter- 
ests of the country; that it was descriptive of sta- 
| tistical information especially profitable to our com- 
mercial marine on the lakes or the ocean; that of 
his constituents*but few had any direct interest in 
the matter, he being from an interior district, ex- 
cept that general and diffused interest to fall upon 
|| all from a properous and enlarged trade, conducted 


| cause of the full and accurate knowledge of the 
4 extent, character, and multiplied articles of export 
|| and importinvolved inourcommerce. That knowl- 
|| edge, both as to navigation and imports and exports, 


| was of general interest. Besides, the committee only | 
|| proposed what had for years been approved and | 


| ordered by the House, and, so far as he knew, ap- 
|| proved by thecountry. Toso much of remark as had 
| bose made by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
|| Evans] and the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Me- 
|| CrerNnanp,] he desired to respond and say, that 
|| the contract for the printing was let to the lowest 
|| bidder, the bids made by specimen or description of 
|| type, &e., &c.; that the bond or contract was con- 


It was such a docu- 1 summated through the Clerk; the committee au- 


dited the accounts of the public printer, and had 

the power to curtail or dock his bills if the docu- 
ment furnished or printing done was inferior to the 
contract stipulations. ‘The contract was made 





. ° e | 
extra copies of this document upon an indorse- | 


member of Congress from Virginia, [Mr. Botts,] | 


simply wished to say, that it certainly was of great | 


by good navigators, and sensibly conducted, be- | 


| 











ST 


or get the 
type—the contract was made and the power of the 


committee and House was the power and penalty of 
curtailag or disallowing any item or charge on ac. 
count of inferiority. But for the inferiority of the 
work the committee could in no way bé responsi. 
ble. He (Mr. T.) admitted that the public printing 


ment had been responded to here by gentlemen of || had been badly executed, very badly done; but this 
the same perty—of that party who claimed to be || 


was rather of the system of letting to the lowest 
bidder. If they took it too low, inferior materials 
and cheap work might save the contractor. Bad 

however, as that work was, to the former contract. 
ors he understood it had operated very hard. He 
believed that Wendell & Van Benthuysen, the for. 
mer worthy contractors, had now pending a peii- 
tion to be indemnified or remunerated for losses 
sustained by them whilst contractors. The fault 

if fault there was, was not in the action of the 
committee, but could only be remedied by abolish. 
ing the system of letting the public printing to the 
lowest bidder, and as under the law of 1819 estab. 
lishing rates for material, kind of type,&c. To 
abolish the contract_system, establish such fair 
and liberal rates, and then elect a public printer, 
was the only remedy he knew. The committee 
could not superintend the printing office ; and 
if there frequently, had not the skill so to direct 
the work as to remedy the defects alluded to, 
But of this, if such resolution were reported upon, 
he would, when reported upon, say more. He 
referred the gentlemen to the law of 1846, estab- 
lishing the system, and all pertaining to this busi- 
ness. : 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, addressed the 
Chairman. 

A word of conversation took place between that 
gentleman and Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, 
of which nothing was audible to the reporter. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to order, and inquired if 
debate was in order—if there was any question 
before the House? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the report of the 
Committee on Printing was before the House. 
The Chair would state that it was not in order to 
discuss the contract system upon this report of the 
committee, although it had thus far been indulged 
by the House without objection. Now that ob- 
jection was made, the Chair decided that it was not 
in order. 

Mr. EVANS (still retaining the floor) said, if 
the gentleman from Delaware {Mr. Hovston] had 
been in, he would probably have heard the report 
read, and known that there was something before 
the House. He had only risen to say, that instead 
of an expense of about $500, as estimated by the 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. MceWuuie,} 
the binding of 10,000 copies, at 12 cents per copy, 
(as every gentleman saw at a glance,) would 
amount to $1,200. 

Mr. CONGER rose, and said he would move an 


| amendment to the resolution reported by the com- 


mittee. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he had intended, 
before he had taken his seat, to have submitted a 
motion to reduce the number of extra copies from 
10,000 to 5,000. He appealed to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Concer] to allow him now 
to make that motion. 

Mr. CONGER said he preferred first to offer 
his amendment, and have it acted on. It was read, 
as follows: , 

Add at the end of the resolution, as follows: 

“* Provided, That the expense of binding do not exceed 
12} cents per copy.” 


Mr. CONGER said that in relation to this 


|| amendment he desired to say a word. He said he 


had had some little experience in relation to this 
matter of binding while on the Committee on 
Printing during the last Congress, and his expe- 
rience had been sufficient to convince him that it 
was important to limit the price beyond which the 
committee should not go in their contract. If the 
price was not limited, it was very likely to run up 
to fifteen or seventeen cents, though the committee 
had had assurances that it might be done for 
twelve, If it could be done for the price reported 
by the committee, the limitation proposed could do 
no harm, while it might prevent extravagant exac- 
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ae after the House had ordered the binding. 
He therefore hoped the amendment would be 


d. 
nie McCLERNAND said he would now, with |. 


the permission of the gentleman from New York, | 








move his pro ition as an amendment to the | 
amendment of the gentleman. 1 

The SPEAKER stated that the amendment of |, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. McCrernanp) || 
would not be in order as an amendment to the | 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, but |) 
could be offered after that amendment had been || 
disposed of. | I} 

The question was taken on the amendment of | 
Mr. Concer, and decided in the affirmative. | 
" So the amendment was agreed to. il 

Mr. McCLERNAND now moved further to | 
amend, by reducing the proposed number from 1 
10,000 to 5,000. : ; | 

Mr. FULLER said, he hoped the motion of the | 
gentleman from Illinois would not prevail, to re- | 
duce the number of copies recommended by the | 
committee to be printed. Five thousand copies | 
would give each member, for distribution, only | 
about twenty. It was truly one of the most val- | 
yable and important documents printed, and one | 


in which my constituents take a deep interest. It 
affords gratifying evidence of the extent of their 
interests in commerce, and navigation, and ship- | 
building. It also affords the evidence where the | 
gentleman’s constituents find a market for their | 


agricultural produce. lo 


Mr. PHOENIX was understood to inquire what 
was the number proposed by the report to be 

rinted ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘Ten thousand. 

Mr. PHGENIX was understood to say that that 
number ought to be increased. It was a very 
important document. If ten thousand copies were || 
published it would furnish each gentleman on this | 
floor with but forty copies. He hoped the number | 
would not-be reduced. The document contained | 
avast deal of information which ought to go to the | 
country as well as to the seaport towns. ‘The num- || 
ber proposed was the usual number. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: I shall | 
vote in favor of the motion of the gentleman from | 
lilinois to reduce the number of this document to | 
5,000. I admit 10,000 has been the usual extra || 
number printed. ‘Though this may be a valuable | 
commercial docament, highly prized in the dis- 
tricts along the seacoast where the great shipping | 
interest lies, it loses nearly all of its interest to an | 
interior people, an agricultural people. It must | 
he known to every old member of this House that | 
no inquiry is ever made for this document. No | 
one of my constituents has ever inquired of me | 
for this document, and I think, therefore, they take | 
no interest in these details of trade. They are 
content to take aggregates. It is only those en- 
gaged in commerce, in shipping, that look to de- | 
tails; consequently, | have found that this docu- | 
ment lies on hand. There is no desire to distri- | 
bute it. Some to whom I might send it, when | 
they find it only a book of figures, might take up | 
the conception that I only sent it to them to puzzle | 
their brains. * | 

[A voice said: ‘* Perhaps your constituents can- || 
not read ?”} 

_ Mr. T. My constituents need no defence for | 
intelligence, and enterprise, and wealth. 1 doubt 
if they are surpassed by the constituency of any | 
member on this floor. Five thousand extra copies | 
will give us something more than twenty to each | 
member. It is enough. 

Again: We are beginning a new policy. We | 
are now proposing to bind up these documents. | 
In other words, we are about to begin the book- 
making business. The item here is_a small one; | 
but it becomes a precedent, and I know if gentle- | 
men would only look into the expenditures of this } 
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House, the extent of its contingent account, they 
would feel the necessity of some reform. Year 
after year this account has been on the increase, 
and now we open new books with the book-bind- 
ers, and this, in my opinion, will soon reach an 
amount equal to an enormous printing account. | 
(18 @ proper time to consider this precedent ma- 


|| McCiernanp] would not prevail. 


parent that the binding and the printing will cost 
nearly the same amount, so that 10, extra 
copies, without binding, will equal in cost 5,000 
with binding. I shall favor the last amount the 
more especially and the more readily, because | 
believe that that sum will be a sufficient supply for 
the one. 

Mr. CARTER said : I agree, Mr. Speaker, with 
the gentleman from Mississippi, in his professions 
of ae He will find that all the votes | give 
upon this floor, as far as I am capable of judging 
their effect, will be directed to that end. But, sir, 
my judgment compels me to differ widely from 
him, in the process of accomplishing the object. 
The resolution before the House proposes the 
publication of ten thousand copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on commerce and 


| navigation, which will give about twenty copies 


to each district. The amendment of the gen- 
Seer Mississippi reduces the number to 
ve. 

That the report is valuable, inasmuch as it 
gives the current history of the commerce of the 
republic, is conceded. There is no department of 
business life that is not interested in it, whether 
agricultural, manufacturing, or commercial. 

But, sir, to the question of economy : | consider 
every line of information giving the current history 
of the different departments of the Government, 
and the different interests of the country as affected 
by its administration, as so many precepts of econ- 


What gentleman is there upon this floor who 
doubts, ifa thorough practical history of the navy, 
with its abuses, (consuming, as it does, nearly one- 
third of the national-treasure,) was laid before the 
freemen of the Republic, that the expenditure 
would be cut down and the abuses speedily cor- 
rected? How long would the idle hangers-on, 
who give no other evidence of public service than 
the introduction of their hands into the public 
Treasury, and periodically drawing therefrom its 
contents to feed their excesses and réward their 
idleness, remain in the navy under the title of 
‘* on leave of absence,’’ “* waiting orders,” &c. ? 

Sir, 1 look with more hope to the wide diffusion 
of political information, to correct the excesses and 
abuses of every department of the public service, 
and advance the business interests of the nation, 
than any other resource; and as long as | continue 
of this judgment, | shall vote for this, and similar 
purposes, liberally. 

Mr. HOUSTON said, that under the rule, the 
usual number of this document printed at every 
session of Congress was fourteen hundred, and 
the usual extra number was ten thousand. For 
his own part, he could see no reason for reduciiig 
the number, and he hoped the amendment submit- 
ted by the honorable gentleman from I}linois {Mr. 
He was sur- 
prised to hear the honorable member from Missis- 
sippi [Mr. THompson] deciare that it was a report 


| in which his constituents took no interest whatever, 


and with which they had no desire to be supplied. 
He was the more surprised to hear this, because 
he conceived it was one of the most important and 


|| useful documents which eminated from any of the 


departments of the Government, and he did not 
know from what other source the constituents of 
the honorable member could derive information as 
to the annual export of the great staple of their 
production, cotton, and the respective proportions 
in which it was taken by the different nations of 
the world. It was from this report,and this re- 
port alone, he believed, that the necessary facts and 
statistics were to bederived on that important sub- 
ject, by the peopleof the State which the honorable 
member in part represented, and certainly in this 
aspect, if in no other, it was of the highest import- 
ance to the whole people of the South. But it was 
not only in this aspect that it was important that 
this document should be printed in larger numbers 
than was proposed by the gentleman from IIlinois. 
The information and statistics which it embodied 
were of the deepest importance to the people of the 
whole country, and of every section of it, and for 
that reason it should be extensively circulated, or 
at least, be generally distributed among them. The 


lurely. And if we intend to bind up the docu- || subjects of which it treats, have a strong relation 


ments, unless in very special instances, let us re- | 
duce the printing. As fon willing to yield to the | 
Proposition to bind this document, I shall sapport 
the proposition of the gentleman from Illinois, ta 


to every pursuit in the country, and exerted a 
powerful influence for better or for worse, in 
every branch of trade and industry carried on 
amongst us. It was to this report we must look 


uce the extra number one-half. For it is ap- || for certain intelligence and official information as 
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to the great subject of our annual exports and im~ 
ports, and the general trade and commerce of the 
country with other parts of thé world; and in this 
view of the matter the gentleman from Mississippi 
could not fail to perceive how important it was to 
that system which they both advecated, though 
with a material difference of opinion as to ita de- 
tails—he meant the revenue system and tariff pol- 
icy of the country. He would further remark in 
th:s connection, that he well remembered that, in 
the elaborate reports of the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, the most important arguments whieh 
he advanced in support of his peculiar views on 
this subject, were statistical facts and figures de- 
rived from this annual document; and whatever 
might be thought of the use which he had made 
of them, it wag certain that no one could correctly 
understand that subject, or do justice to the con- 
sideration and discussion of it, without the aid of 
the facts and the intelligence which these reports 
furnish in regard to it. It was for these reasons 
that, on a previous day, he (Mr. H.) propounded 
an inquiry to the Speaker when this subject was 
before the House, whether it would be in order to 


move an amendment for printing an increased ~ 


number of this document; and for the same rea- 
sons he hoped that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Illinois would not prevail, but that the 
House would order the printing of the extra num- 
ber contemplated in the report of the committee. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said: Mr. 
Speaker, in the promotion of a proper system of 
economy, in this particular item, as well as in 
every other part of the public service, | am per- 
fectly i willing at all times most heartily 
to unite. But I cannot concur with those gentle- 
men who are disposed to curtail the number of this 
document. 

I was astonished to hear the gentleman from 
Mississippi proclaim that this document is of no 
interest to his constituents. In my judgment it is 
one of the best and most important that could be 
sentto them. Its peculiar merit consists in the 
fact, that it is not a book of theories, speculations, 
or partisan reports of any kind. Itisa book of 
facts and figures—containing the most important 
statistical information—giving a complete state- 
ment of all the commerce of this country with all 
other partsofthe world. This information, it seems 
to me, if it be important to any one, is peculiarly 
so to the constituents of the gentleman hua Mis- 
sissippi, and to mine. Whois more deeply inter- 
ested in it, than the cotton planters whose produe- 
tions enter so largely into the basis of the whole 
commerce of the country? 

Upon the information contained in such docu- 
ments as these, are constructed all intelligent theo- 
ries of taxation and revenue in this Government. 
It is necessary to a fair and full understanding of 
the operation of the existing tariff, and to all relia- 
ble estimates or conjectures as to its results in the 
future, and to the consequences of any proposed 
change. If our measures are not to be mere 


experiments without light—mere attempts at the 


establishment of a wise and salutary system of 
finances—this information is indispensable to the 
people, from whom, according to the theory of our 
government, all legislation proceeds. 

But, sir, a very simple statement will show that 
the number of copies proposed for this document, 
is by no means too large. Divide 10,000 among 
the thirty-four States and Territories, and you have 
less than 300 copies for each. Divide these again 
among the counties in each State, and you will have 
less than five copies for each county. | am sure my 
friend from Mississippi could not have considered 
the purport of his remark, when the inference re- 
sults necessarily, that he could not find five per- 
sons in each county of his district, who would be 
interested in knowing the important facts contained 
in this document. My district is very similar to 
his, inhabited chiefly by cotton planters. 1 know 
I shall have no difficulty in disposing of the thirty 
or forty copies which may be assigned to me in 
the distribution, so as to make the information 
contained in them useful to the country. 

Mr. McCLERNAND (interrupting) said he 
understood the Senate had ordered the printing of 
10,000 extra copies of thisdocument. This would 
give double the number which the gentleman from 
Tennessee estimated to each State and Territory. 

Mr. STANTON. Then we have the exampls 
of the Senate in favor of the provennes of our 
committee. I think that body shows a just appre- 
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ciation of its importance; and double the number 
will not, in my judgment, be too large. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he did 
not wish to depreciate the document; he knew that 
the people at large looked at the aggregate and not 
at the detalles: n that respect, the constituents of 

the gentleman from Tennessee and his own were 
alike, and the gentleman need claim no superiorit 
for his. The details of these statistics were al- 
most exclusively interesting to the shipping and 
commercial interests. 

Mr. STANTON. I make no claim of superi- 
ority in my own constituents. I simply say that 
the honorable gentleman misunderstands them, as 
I think he does: his own, in this important particu- 
lar. Even if | believed, with the gentleman,.that 
my constituents feel no interest in the information 
contained in this document, I should rather be dis- 

osed to encourage them to acquire that interest. 

would at least be inclined to give them the op- 
portunity to look into the details of the commerce 
of the country, with the hope that they would 
eventually be able to appreciate their importance, 
and to make a wise and patriotic use of them 

lam not sure, Mr. Speaker, that I heard very 
distinetly what the gentleman from Ohio said in 
reference to the ** paupers and vagabonds in the 
navy of the United States.’’ Nor can I see very 
clearly how that remark can be appropriate to the 
discussion of the question now before the House. 
So far as the navy tsconcerned, | apprehend there 
is every disposition on both sides of the Houde to 
unite in any practicable measure which will promote 
the economy of that important branch of the pub- 
lie service. For myself, lam free to acknowledge 
the existence of some abuses in the naval service, 
which ought to be corrected. 1 am ready to per- 
form my part in this work of reform. Bat, sir, I 
cannot sit quiétly and hear any portion of the offi- 
cers ef the navy pronounced * paupers and vaga- 
bonds.’’ I think I can say, and the assertion will 
meet the assent of all who have any knowledge on 
the subject, that as a class, there is not to be found 
on the globe a more worthy, honorable, and gal- 
lant set of men than the officers of our navy. In- 
dividual instances of unworthiness -_ possibly 
be found; and instances may be found of men who 
have worn out their health and most of their lives 
in battling with the waves of the ocean, and the 
foes of the country. These men may not be active 
and efficient; but will the gentleman be disposed to 
denounce them as ‘* vagabonds and paupers,’’ and 
to cast them off from the bosom of the country 
they have faithfully defended? 

Mr. CARTER (Mr. S. yielding for explana- 
tion) disclaimed having intended - personal al- 
lusion. Nothing was further from his heart than 
te abuse old age or infirmity, especially where it 
was hastened or caused by. the public service, 
whether in military, naval, or civil life. [t had not 
entered into his heart to do it. Lt was premature old 
age to which he had allauded—that class of men who 
were inducted into the public service, introduced 

“to the public crib, and then disappeared—leaving 
no other evidence of service to the country than 
having their names placed upon the lists, and draw- 
ing their pay from the treasury. That was the 
class to which he had alluded; and he could assure 
the talented chairman of the committee on the 
navy (Mr. Srawron] (if he doubted it) that that 
class could be found. 

Mr. STANTON (resuming) said it was very 
easy to make such charges against the navy 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, interposed with 
a point of order, and objected to this discussion in 
a to the navy as irrelevant and out of or- 

er. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the discussion of that question is entirely out of 
order upon the proposition before the House. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well; I have nothing 
else to say upon the subject, then, except this, 
which | am sure you will allow me to say, that 
in every practicable mode of economy with refer- 
ence to this branch of the public service I shall cor- 
dially unite with the gentleman from Ohio, whether 
to reduce the expenditures, or to rid the country 
of ** vagabonds,’’ if there be any such in the navy. 

Mr. BOCOCK said, he thought this subject had 
been sufficiently discussed for its importance, and 
in order te economize the public time (as economy 
seemed to be the order of the day) he would move 
the previous question. 

Aad there wasn second. 











And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Which main question was, first, on the motion 
of Mr. McCierwanp to’ strike out * ten”’ and in- 
sert “five,” (so as to print five thousand extra 
copies instead of ten.) 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

And then-the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted. 

WHITNEY’S PROJECT. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, rose and asked 


leave to present certain joint resolutions of the 


Legislature of Pennsylvania in relation to the plan | 


of Mr. Whitney for the construction of a railroad 
to the Pacific. 

Objections were made. 

So the resolutions were not received. 

OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 

The SPEAKER. The business before the 
House is the execution of the order of the House 
relating to the election of its officers; and, first, of 
a Doorkeeper. 

The tellers, Messrs. Neweit, ALBERTSON, 
Hampton, and VenaBLe, resumed their seats at 
the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. NEWELL withdrew the name of Mr. 
Horner as a candidate. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that at the special request 
of Mr. Tufts, he would withdraw his name as a 
candidate, 

Mr. CARTER withdrew the name of Mr. Wol- 
cott, 


The roll was then called—being the sixth time. | 


The tellers reported that 212 votes had been taken; 
necessary to a choice 107; of which 
Mr. J. J. Randolph received. .........++-98 
Mr. Christopher Cole... 2.220200 2e0++++92 
Mr. William G, Flood... ........0+eee0 0+ 16 
Mr. Servitus Tufts .......... 
Mr. Charles Stewart......esesseseceeeee 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | 


Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, 
E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin; Casey, Chandler, Clark, 


Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, | 


Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Freediey, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
way, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard. Houston, 


Howe, Janes L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 


King, James G. King, Marshall argangy aacanigy. Fe! ben - 
Kissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, orehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Oulaw, Owen, Phenix, 
Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scliermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Alexander H. Stephens, ‘Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 

. For Mr. Cote—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Booth, Boyd, A. G. Brown, W. J. 
Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleve- 
land, H. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Disney, Doty, Dunham, 
Durkee, Edmundson, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Green, 

| Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, I. 


Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLana- 
| han, R. M. McLane, McMullen, Me Willie, Miller, Millson, 
Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, 
Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
| telle, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweet- 
ser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, Wiltnot, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 

Por Mr. Flood—Messrs. Bissell, Bocock, Bowden, W. R: 
W. Cobb, Ewing, Featherston, Gilmore, Holliday, Inge, 
} Jones, Mason, McQueen, Meade, Powell, Venable, Wal- 
lace, and Hubbard. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messts. Campbell, Crowell, Hunter, 
Horace Mann, and Tuck. 

For Mr. Stewart—Mr. Root. 


No choice. 
Mr. BISSELL withdrew the name of Mr. Fiood 


as a candidate; and 

Mr. McMULLEN nomimated E. B. Robinson, 
of Virginia; then withdrew his name. 

The roll was then called the seventh time. The 
tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary toa choice 105, of which 
| Mr. Randolph received..................97 
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| G, Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, | 
Hoagland, Howard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, | 
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| son, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, 
| and Winthrop. 

















Jan. 17, 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Ande 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie. 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Batler, Thomas B Butle,’ 
&. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Caivin, Cas.” 
Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Debern’ 
Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, A. Evans, Nathan Evan 
Fowler, Freediey, Gentry, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnen’ 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hayniond, Henry, Hijtiary: 
Houston, Howe, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel Pp. Ki 
George G. King, James G. King, Marshall, Matteson Me ; 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham Moore, 
Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis ‘Outlaw 
Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds Riles : 
Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhon’ 
Schoolera Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 8 ” 
Stanly, A. H. Stephens. ‘I’. Stevens, Taylor, John Phot’ 

atkins, White, Willians, 


For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe Averett, Bay 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert @ 
Brown, am J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, George 4. 
Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Coleock, Danio), 
Disney, Doty, Danham, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, Fite),, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamiltoy’ 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday 
Howard, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Julian’ 
Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, J.) 
Mann, McClernand, McDonald, McLanahan, Robert M. Me. 
Lane, McMullen, Mc Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris 
Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter’ 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawteljc’ 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, ‘Chomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venabic 
Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot 
Wood, and Young. , 

For Mr. Parker—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, Hubbard, Me. 
Queen, Powell, Wallace, Jones, and Bocock. 

For Mr. Stewart—Messrs. Featherston, Mason, F. P. 
Stanton, Bissell, and Root. 

For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Campbell, Crowell, H. Mann 
and Tuck. , 

For Mr. Foot—Mr. Hunter. 


No choice. 
Mr. McCLERNAND said he had shown his 


willingness to vote for all the candidates nomina- 
ted by the Democratic party. It seemed that 
neither of them was acceptable to a majority. If 
he had reason to believe that any one was so, he 
would continue to vote for him. Heshould now 
nominate an old officer of this House, a gentleman 
who, he believed, would be acceptable on all sides, 
He nominated Charles W. Stewart. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said the gentleman 
from Illinois was mistaken. He bad hot yet voted 
for Mr. Parker, of Illinois, who was a most suitable 
man for the place. 

Mr. McCLERN AND was understood to say 
that he did not know whether he had or not. 

The roll was then called the eighth time. The 
tellers reported that 209 votes had been cast; ne- 
cessary to a choice 105; of which 


Mr. Randolph received. ........s.066++ +100 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Randolph—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, C. Butler, Thomas B. Butler, E.C. 
Cabell, Joseph P, Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander Evaus, 
Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hil- 
liard, Houston, Howe, James L. Johnson, Kerr, D. P. King, 
George G. King, James G. King, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Matteson, McGaughey, MeKissock, F. E. MeLean, Meach- 
am, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, 
Oudlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scler- 
merhorn, Schooicraft, Seddon, She perd, Silvester, Spald- 
ing, Sprague, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, ‘Thaddeus 
Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Uo- 
derbill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, and Wiantheop. 

For Mr. Cole+Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Rayly, 
Beale, Bingham, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd, W. J. Brown, Buel, 
Joseph Cable, G. “A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ewing, Fitch, Ger- 
ry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hamilton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, Andrew Johnson, 
Julian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann, McDonald, McDowell), McLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, McMullen, McWillie,. Meade, Miller, Morris, 
Morse, Orr, Parker, Peatlee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross,’ Sawtelle, Richard H. 
Stanton, Stetson Strong, Sweetser, Thomas James Thomp- 
son, William Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Whittlerey, 
Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr, Stewart—Measrs. Bay, Bissell, Bocock, Bowden, 
A. G. Brown, Burt, Colcock, Daniel, Bdmundson, Feath- 
ee Sea Hall, Hammond, ee eels 

. Harrie, - ohrson ;? ' es, Mason, 
P. Stanton, Jacob Thomps, 
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aes Mr. Parker—Messrs. W. R. W. Cobb, Hubbard, Mc- 


Queen, Powell; Wallace, and T. L. Harris. 

No choice. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he had nominated 
Charles Stewart upon his own responsibility. He 
desires his name to be withdrawn. He would 


therefore withdraw it , 

Mr. SCHENCK said that, at the request of the 

ntieman, he would withdraw the name of Mr. 
Randolph; and would bes leave to re-nominate 
Mr. Horner, the present Doorkeeper. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, nominated Z. 
McKnew, of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BUEL nominated H. H. Heath, of Mich- 
joan, as a candidate. hen 
“Mr. RICHARDSON said he would not vote 
when the roll was again called. He had paired 
of with Mr. Tuompson, of Kentucky. 

The roll was called the ninth time. The tellers 
reported that 207 votes had been cast; necessary 
toa choice 104; of which 

Mr. Horner received. .......sseeceeeee 10 

Mr. Cole. ..2scccedecceccssccccsscccens 

Mr. Parker. ..ccccccccssccccercccceces Il 

Mr. McKin@w... oc cccsccsccceccccccscss & 

Me, Meatless 646 660 cccbe cctled etoee D2 

Mr. E. B. Robinson.....e.ssecceeesees 1 

Be TURE, sas gos cans cdenptocumccese,. & 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Horner—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | 


Ashbmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Al- 
pert J. Brown, Burrows, Chester Butler, T. B, B 

Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, A, Evans, 


N. Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- | 


nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, 
Houston, Howe, Hunter, James L. Johnson, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, James G. King, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, 
Otis, Outlaw, Phoenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Scher- 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, 
Sprague, Stanly, Thad. Stevens, Pay lor, Thurman, Tuck, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, 
Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Cole—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
William J. Brown, Burt, Joseph Cable, Carter, Cleveland, 
Howell Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Dur- 
kee, Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gor- 
man, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, I. G. Harris, 8. W. 
Hanis, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, A. Johnson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Julian, Kaufinan, Preston King, La 
Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, MeClernand, McDon- 
ald, MeDowell, McLanahan, R. M. McLane, Meade, Mil- 
ler, Millson, Mortis, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, 
Peck, Phelpz:, Potter, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, 
Sawtelle, Frederick P. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Weliborn, Whittle- 
sey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Parker—Messrs. Bissell, W. R. W. Cobb, Feath- 
erston, 'T', L, Harris, Jones, McQueen, Powell, Seddon, 
Wallace, Bocock, and Hubbard. 

For Mr. McKnew—Messrs. G. A. Caldwell, Mason, and 
R. H. Stanton. 

For Mr. Heath—Mr. Buel. 

For Mr. E. B. Robinson—Mr. McMullen. 


No choice, 


Mr. STANLY rose and said, he begged leave 
to re-nominate Mr. Stewart, the gentleman who 
was nominated this morning. Let us see (said Mr. 
S.) if we cannot compromise upon him. 

Mr. GORMAN also re-nominated Charles Stew- 
art. 

Mr. HOAGLAND nominated Charles L. Wel- 
ler, of Ohio, but subsequently withdrew his name. 

Mr. McMULLEN re-nominated E. B. Robin- 
son, of Virginia, but subsequently withdrew his 
name. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Keftucky, withdrew 
the name of Mr. McKnew. 

Mr. BISSELL re-nominated Wm. G. Flood, of 
Illinois, but subsequently withdrew his name. 

Mr. CARTER moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken and the vote stood—ayes 
66, noes 83. 

Mr. CARTER asked the yeas and nays; which 
were refused. 

And the question having been then taken, the 
House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CARTER moved that there be a call of the 
House, but withdrew the motion. 

The roll was then galled the tenth time. 

After the roll had been called through, a great 
many changes of votes took place, and changes 


again; and much excitement peryaded -the 


uuer, E. C. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SCHENCK rose and was understood to 


ays that ome onan ot been made - seount 
of certain charges brought nst one of the can- 
Tufts. ‘He (Mr. S.) was authorized 


didates, (Mr. 


| to pronounce these charges false. 








Loud calls to order. 


Mr. PRESTON KING was addressing a re- 


k to the Chair when he was interrupied by 
calls to order. 
The SPEAKER interposed to order. 
Mr. GORMAN said that as the gentleman from 


Ohio {[Mr. Scuenck} had been allowed to make 


his remarks, he ( 
heard. 
[Loud cries: ‘Order’’—and ‘‘Leave’*.} 
Mr. PRESTON KING said, if there was 


[Renewed calls to order. ] 

The SPEAKER. 
except under a suspension of the rules. 

[Calls: ‘* Suspend the rules.’’} 


The SPEAKER (continuing.) And the House | 


cannot suspend the rules to-day. 

mous consent will be required. 
[Cries of ** Leave—leave.’’] 
Many objections were made. 


Hence, unani- 


The result of the vote was then announced as | 


follows: 
BRS Tea vOerys 6.6 cia ces cc kdcsenececva 
SES NEES, techn ix. onndie a hcdaeneats dole aco Oe 
DEP. WIRE «occ cigs cece wccesscssccsce: ® 
ee ee eee eee ee eee Cee 
Mr, Randolph. 2... .cccccccccscccecees | 
SERIUUE Le 50 41hns's. 040 od oe rides bec ne eek 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Tufts—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, | 


Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thos. B. Butler, 


Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, | 
Clark, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, | 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander | 


Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Gott, 
Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hen- 
ry, Houston, Howe Hunter, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
G, King, James G. King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, Mc Kissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rey- 
nolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 


Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, | 


Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, Thur- 
man, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, White, 
Wilson, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Stewart—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Boeock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Al- 


bert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, E. C. Cabell, | 


Jos. Cable, George A. Caldwell, Carter, Cleveland, Howell, 
Cobb, W.R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Doty, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagiand, 
Holliday Howard, Hubbard, Andrew Johnzon, J. L. John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, Leffler, 
Lituefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, McDowell, Mc- 
Lanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mc- 
Willie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peas- 
lee, Phelps, Potter, Powetl, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, Wal- 


den, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whiwiesey, Wildrick, || 
Morris, Wood, | 


Woodward, and Youug. 

For Mr. Wright—Messrs. Olds, Peck 
Bingham, Booth, Dunham, Wilmot, and Harlan. 

For Mr. Randolph—Mr. Morton, 

For Mr. Weller—Mr. Disney. 

For Mr. Cole—Mr. Julian. 

[At one time, pending the changes upon the roll, 
Mr. Tufts was elected. Subsequently, Mr. Stewart 
was elected. Finally, in consequence of changes 
to Mr. Wright, there was no election. It was so 
declared by the Speaker.} 

On motion, the House then adjourned till. te- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- |) 


ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. ROSE: The memorial of J. W. Swift, praying 
that he may be granted a pension, Referred to the Com- 
mittee On Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John Siggins, and 73 
others, citizens of the county of Vena Pennsylvania, 
asking for a change in post route No. 1677, in said county. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads. 
Also, the petition of Nathan Evans, ard 80 others,.citizens 
of Cigrion Seely Pennsylvania, asking for a ehange in the 


No remarks are in order now || 





tariff Jaws, and an increase of duties apee certain articles, 
Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

_ By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi : ‘The petition of the re- 
gister and receiver of the land at Washington, Missis- 
sippi, praying compensation for extra services by them per- 

formed. Reterred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. LITTLEPIELD: The memorial of John Neat 
and others, of the State of Maine, praying for indemnity for 

French spoliations prigr to the year 1800. Referred to the 
Committee on ae Affairs. 

| By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of James 
Jobnston, A. Montgomery, and 55 others, citizens of Penn- 

| sylvania, for a mail route from Eiderton, in Armstrong 
county, via South Bend, West Lebanon, and Clarksberg, to 
Blairsville, in Indiana county, Pennsylvania. Referred to 

| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

| Also, the petition of Leonard Nicum, David Evans, and 
140 others, citizens of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, - 
ing Congress to abolish the office of Chaplain, and reteata 

| from all legislation on religious subjects. Referred to the 


| anything in relation to the character of either of || Committee on the Judiciary. 
| these candidates which was not known to the 


| House, he thought it was proper that it should be 
| stated. 


|| _ By Mr. MORTON: The petition of Margaret Williams, 
for a pension, as the heit-at-law and next of kin of Captain 
|; John Williams, who fell in an action in September, 1812, 
|| at Davis’s Creek. Referred to the Committee on Invalid 
|) Pensions, 
j By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 8. J. Bowen, asking 
pay for his services as clerk in the Seeond Audiwr’s office. 
Also, the petition of S. J. Bowen, asking compensation 
|| for his services as a clerk in the office of the Third Auditor. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Henry Newberry 
and 100 others, citizens of Cuyahoga Falls, Summit county, 
Ohio, praying for a uniform rate of postage of two cents. 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of A. T. Spencer, and a 
large number of other persons, praying Congress to take the 
i] necessary steps to have certain remuants of Indian tribes 
|| therein mentioned, removed without the limits of Louisi- 
|| ana. Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
|| By Mr. WHITE: The petition & William Farnam and 
|| other citizens of Mechanicsville, New York, praying for a 
| Uniform rate of postage. Referred to the Comunitiee on the 
|| Past Office and Post Roads. 
|| By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of Amos 
Kuapp, for an invalid pension. Referred to the Committee 

on Invalid Pensions. 
| By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Lem- 
|| uel Vinal, Nathaniel Vinal, Debbey Vinal, and Elizabeth 
| Stetson, brothers and sisters, the original claimants on the 
j United States for indemnification tor French spotiations 

prior to the year 180). Referred to the Committee oo 
| Foreign Affairs. 
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Mr. MILLER presented the petition of licensees, 

under the patent right of Thomas Blanchard, of a 
machine for turning irregular forms, asking to be 
|| protected against foreign violations of the said 
|| patent right; which was referred to the Committee 
|| on the Judiciary. 
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of citi- 
'| zens of Utica, in the State of New York, asking 
a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. GREENE presented the petition of Mary 
MacRae, widow of an army officer, asking a re- 
newal of her pension; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Pensions 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of editors 
of newspapers in the State of Pennsylvania, assem- 
bled at Hafrisburg, asking that newspapers may 
be exempt from postage within the limits of the 
Congressional district where published; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
'| Post Roads. 

Also, two memorials from citizens of Pennsy!l- 
vania, asking the construction of ice-harbors in the 
| Delaware river; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Union county, 
Pennsylvania, asking’a modification of the tarift 
and the imposition of specific duties in lieu of ad 
| valorem; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. : 

v Also, the petition of John Tettermay and others, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which was referred to the select committee, 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of Win. 
|G. Lockwood and others, asking indemnity for 
| French spoliations prior to 1800; which was re- 
| ferred to the select committee. i 
| Mr. BELL presented several petitions, all nu- 
merously signed, one from citizens of New Or- 
leans, Louisiana, one from masters and officers of 
steamboats on the Ohio river, one from insurance 








companies and citizens of Louisville generally, one 
from citizens of Christian county, Kentucky, three 
from citizens of Lexington, Caldwell, and Trigg 
counties, Kentucky, one from marine and insu- 


vance companies,and other citizens of Nashville, 


in the State of Tennessee, urging an appropriation. 


P| 
| 
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for the repair of the dam at Cumberland Island, in } 
the Ohio river; all of which several petitions were | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. | 

Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of Ebene- |, 
zer P. Rogers, heir of John Caldwell, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; || 
which was referred to the select committee. | 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of John Kears- 
ley and other surviving officers of the last war || 
with Great Britain, strongly urging upon Congress || 
the justice of allowing them bounty lands; which || 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 

Mr. FELCH submitted additional documents || 
relating to the claim of John Anderson; which || 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. {| 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of | 
Nancy G. Van Rensselaer, widow of a revolution- | 
ary officer, asking to be allowed an increase of | 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on || 
Pensions. en? 

Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of William | 
E. Asquith, ns to be restored to his rank in | 
the army, from which he was dismissed under the | 
sentence of a court-martial, which he alleges was | 
rendered contrary to Jaw. 

He moved its reference to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, suggested that the | 
memorial should go to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary. 1 

Mr. FOOTE moved its reference to that com- || 
mittee. ° | 

Mr. BUTLER. What is the memorial? Will | 
my friend state? || 

Mr. FOOTE repeated his statement of the ob- 
ject of the memorial. ; 

Mr. BUTLER. The Committee on the Judi- || 
ciary, | would observe, have quite &s much as they || 
can attend to already on their hands. My friend || 
behind me, the chairman of the Committee on || 
Military Affairs, would be able to dispatch the || 
matter much more quickly than we of the Judi- || 
ciary Committee can do. 1} 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It was at my sug- || 
gestion that my honorable colleague moved the || 
reference of the memorial to the Committee on the || 
Judiciary, and I will state to the honorable chair- || 
man of that committee and to the Senate, that this || 
case has already been before the Committee on | 
Military Affairs. It involves a question of law, 
and I think @would be rather unfair to the me- 
morialist, knowing what the decision will prob- | 
ably be if referred to the Committee on Military | 
Affairs, to send the memorial again before that | 
committee. 1 will state that the memorialist in- | 
troduced the subject to me some time since, and | 
as there was a question of law involved in it, be- 4) 
yond my legal knowledge, I preferred that it should 
then be sent to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
where all great legal questions may be best deci- | 
ded. lam altogether averse to having the memo- || 
rial again sent to us, it having been—at least I | 
suppose it is the same memorial—already once be- | 
fore the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair would | 
like to be informed what reference the gentleman | 
who introduced the memorial wishes should be | 
given to it? 

Mr. FOOTE. I moved the reference, at the | 
suggestion of my colleague, to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. | 

Mr. BUTLER. I think there is a mistake pre-. || 
vailing in this body. The idea seems to be en- | 
tertained that all questions of law must go before | 
the Judiciary Committee. There are questions of || 
law arising on many subjects which may be deter- || 
mined by gentlemen belonging to other committees | 
—dquestions the consideration of which does not | 
necessarily belong to the Judiciary Committee. I || 

resume there are a number of lawyers on the |) 

Jilitary as well as on the Judiciary Committee, | 
and all incidental legal questions that arise may be |, 
determined by them. The honorable chairman of |) 
that committee [Mr. Davis] himself has sufficient || 
legal knowledge and aptitude, I have no doubt, to j; 
decide this question; and the very fact of this case 
having been heretofore considered by him, gives 
him a great advantage over the members of the 
Judiciary Committee, who have not heretofore ex- 
amined the case. However, out of delicacy to 
him, and only upon that ground, I accept the re- || 
ference to the Judiciary Committee. 

The memorial was referred to the Judiciary | 
Committee accordingly. | 














| 


| 





On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 


Ordered, That the petition of Stevens and Eliason and 


| others, on the files of the Senate, relating to the subject of 


foreign violations of the patent right of ‘Thomas Blanchard, 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, 


Ordered, That the memorial of the legal representatives 


| of Wm. Armstrong, on the files of the Senate, be refegred 


to the Committee on Indians Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 


Ordered, That the petition of Martin Fenwick, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SOULE, 


Ordered, That the memorial of Mrs. Carmick, widow of 
Daniel Carmick, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affuirs. 


On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, That the petition of Robert Butler, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public 


|| Lands. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, 

Ordered, ‘That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
the petition of David McDuttiec. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 

Ordered, hat the representatives of Francis Vigo have 
leave to withdraw their petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 


Ordered, ‘Tat so much of the President’s message as re- 
lates to Military Affairs be referred to the Committee on 


| Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 


Ordered, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the finances be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. BELL, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
repair and improvement of the dam at the head of 
Cumberland Island, in the Ohio river; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish 
ports of entry and delivery at Madison and New 
Albany, Indiana, and for other purposes; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BADGER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Francis 


| Nash; which was read a first and second time by 


its title, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of John Le Roy, 


|| reported a bill for his relief, accompanied by a re- 


port, which was ordered to be printed. 
Also, from the same committee, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 


|| tion of David Grass; which was agreed to. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he would 


to-morrow, or at an early day thereafter, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to provide for the construction 
and employment of snag-boats in the removal of 
obstructions to the navigation of the Mississippi 
river and its principal tributaries. 


On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pension to 
Bridget Riley, widow of John P. Riley, late a private soldier 
in the fifth regiment of Indiana volunteers. 


On motion by Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
route from Altamont, Grundy county, Tennessee, to Win- 
chester, in said State, via Hockerville. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a route from Savannah, Illinois, via Sabula, in 
Iowa ; thence through the townships of Union, Van Buren, 
Fairfield, and the town of Andrew, in Jackson county, to 
Cascade, in Dubuque county. 


APPOINTMENTS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr.SMITH. There are on the table several 
resolutions calling for information from the De- 
partments. I suppose they will not lead to any 
debate. I had the honor to submit to the Senate 
the other day two resolutions of this kind, and my 
friend from New York [Mr. Dickinson] also sub- 
mitted one or more. I am desirous that they 


should be taken up and adopted. I will move that 
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they be taken up in the order in which 
aa ch they. have 


= 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘This can only be 1 
done by the unanimous consent of the Senate Ir 
there be no objection the resolutions referred to = 
will be now taken up in the order in which the 3 
were presented for consideration. The Chair hearg — 
no objection. The resolutions will be read. whi 

The first resolution in order—the one that wag we 
first offered—is that relating to California. It wag be | 
read by the Secretary as follows: one 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re call 
quested to inform the Senate, as early as practicable wheth. 
er any person has been by him appointed civil or ‘imilitn y ha 
Governor of California since the 4th day of March Jast: eur hav 
if so, who has so been appointed, and what compensation alik 
has been allowed him. the 

Also, that he be requested to inform the Senate whether ; 
any agent has been appointed by the Executive, or any of ing 
the Departments of the Government, and sent to California fou 
with instructions or authority to organize a State Govern. ] 
ment for that Territory, or to aid and advise the people with. 
in its limits in such organization. no’ 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate ant 
how the delegates recently asserabled in California, caljin I 
themselves a Convention, were elected; by whom the qual. mea 
ifications of the voters were fixed and determined; what 
those qualifications were ; and by what law the time, places Bet 
and manner of holding said election was regulated. ° 1 

And further, that he be requested to intorm the Senate Illi 
whether any census of the inhabitants of said Territory has res 
been taken; and, if so, by what Jaw, and under what ay. at 
thority. 

And further, that he be requested to communicate to the del 
Senate all orders, (written or verbal,) instructions, or cor- su 
respondence, by the preceding Administration or the present of 
Administration, with any person as civil or military Goverp- 
or of California, or as agent on the part of the United States de 
Government in California. ble 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate fre 
whether any steps have been taken by the Executive, or any 
Department of the Government, to assembie a Convention in re 
New Mexico for the purpose of adopting a constitution and mi 
making application for admission into the Union ; and, if so, ur 
that he be requested to communicate to the Senate all De 
orders, instructions, and papers in relation thereto. : 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate = 
upon what ground he bases the opinion expressed in his to 
Annual Message of December 4, 1849, that the people of th 
New Mexico will ‘at no very distant period present them. be 
selves for admission into the Union.” ‘ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. When this resolu- an 
tion was before under consideration, the Senator to 
from New Jersey moved to strike out so much of fo 
it as will now be read: th 

* And further, that he be requested to inform the Senaie by 
upon what ground he bases the opinion expressed in his 
Annual Message of December 4, 1849, that the people of w 
New Mexico will ‘at no very distant period present them- th 
selves for admission into the Union.’ ” th 

Mr. CLEMENS. I stated the other day that [ gi 


thought it probable that the information called for 
by this resolution would be furnished in answer 
to the resolution which has been adopted by the 
House of Representatives. If this should be the 
case, it would be unnecessary to adopt this reso- 
lution; and I thought it better therefore to wait 
and see the answer to that inquiry. Asit is prob- 
able that we shall have an opportunity of knowing 
what that answer is in a very short time, I will 
move that the resolution be laid upon the table for 
the present. 

Severat Senators. Let it be passed by inform- 
ally. 

r. DOUGLAS. I hope this resolution will 

not be passed by. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. A motion has been 
made to lay it upon the table. ; 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

.Mr. DOUGLAS. I trust the resolution will be 
adopted. If the answer made to the House cover 
the entire subject, it will be a very small affair—a 
matter of very little difficulty to send a copy of it 
tous. I apprehend, however, that this resolution 
goes further than the resolution of the House; that 
it calls for further information than is called for by 
the resolution of the House; and I desire all the 
information that can be had upon this subject. 
have seen in the newspapers of the country, oF 
some portions of the country, that the Adminis- 
tration have adopted measures that were calcu-. 
lated to coerce the people of California in their free 
action in forming a State government. If it be 
true that any, pest of coercion, either civil of 
military, has been used by the Administration, 8048 
to prevent the people from the free exercise of the 
elective franchise, or the free decision of any ques- 
tion affecting their constitution, the people of the 
United States are entitled to know that fact—the 
Senate is entitled to know that fact. I desire, sit, 
that this call, in the most searching manner I" 
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